
  
 

5990 –ADVANCED THEOLOGICAL RESEARCH 
 Harding University Graduate School of Religion 
 Don L. Meredith 
 hgslib@hugsr.edu 
 Syllabus – Oct. 13-18, 2008 
 
Class will meet daily Monday-Friday 8:15-10:55 a.m. and 1:00-3:45 p.m. and on Saturday from 
9:00-12:00 a.m. 
 
I. Textbooks  
 Mann.  Oxford Guide to Library Research.  3d.  2005. 

Strunk and White.  Elements of Style, 4th ed.  2007 
Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations. 7th ed. 2007 
Supplement to Turabian, 2007 ed.  (online at HUGSR Web site.) 
Thielicke.  Little Exercise for Young Theologians.  1962.   

 
 
II Objectives of course. 

1. Introduce the basic theological research tools. 
2. Teach the technique of using reference books. 
3. Acquaint you with the methodology of research. 
4. Help improve writing skills. 
5. Deal with mechanical details (footnotes, bibliography, etc.)  of paper writing. 

 
III. Format of course:  This is not a lecture course.  You will not need a notebook for taking 

notes, but you will need a folder to keep the handouts and assignments you receive.  The 
majority of class time will be spent doing assignments in the library.  Please bring a 
pencil to use in doing these assignments.  The assignments account for 10% of your 
grade.  All must be completed satisfactorily by 4:00 p.m. October 18. 

 
IV. The mid-term exam will be given Oct. 14, at 1:00 p.m.  Covers Strunk & White, Mann 

(1-237), Turabian (3-130, 283-309), required readings, Turabian style, and the library 
circulation policies handout.   You may consult the Turabian Manual and Supplement 
during the exam for writing out correct footnote and bibliography forms.  (25% of grade) 

 
V. Assignments due Oct. 6 should be typed.  No.  3 and 4 double-spaced. 

Bring these by my office by Oct. 6 or mail them to me at Harding Graduate School 
Library; 1000 Cherry Road; Memphis, TN  38117 postmarked by Oct. 6.  Do not email 
these assignments. 
1. Turabian assignment, which counts as one of your regular in-class assignments.  

Do not write on the enclosed Turabian assignment sheet.  Return it along with a 
typed copy of the 20 entries.  Be sure you are using the 7th edition of Turabian, 
and Supplement to Turabian, 2007 ed. online.  Use traditional footnote and 
bibliography entries rather than parenthetical references and reference list.  These 
will receive an “S” or “U”.  The latter means you were nowhere close or it was 



handed in late. 
2. A letter of application for job including resume.  See Harbrace College Handbook, 

9th ed., pp. 524-28; 11th ed., pp.  542-545 for hints on preparation of these. 
3. A 1 1/2 - 2 page reflection paper on Thielicke's Little Exercise for Young 

Theologians.    
            4.  A 1 1/2 - 2 page evaluation of Leonard Allen's “Prologue to Good Christian 

Writing.” 
       
Assignments 2, 3, & 4 will be graded together and count 5% of your grade.  Staple these all 
together.  Do not put them in a folder.  An A = 96; B = 86; C = 76; U = 60.  If any or all of 
these assignments are late a grade of “U” will be assessed. 
             

5. The passage on which you will write your bibliographic essay.  Read the enclosed 
instruction sheet on the essay and have at least a couple of passages in mind when 
you arrive.  You will clear this passage with me on the first class meeting.  This 
essay (25% of grade) must be handed in or postmarked no later than Nov. 
29. 

 
II.  The final exam (35% of grade) will be a take-home test.  You will be allowed to use 

any notes, and handouts or assignments.  Limit yourself to 3 hours to take the test.  
Return it to me postmarked no later than Nov. 1.  Late exams will be penalized 10 
points a day. 

 
 
 

Students with Disabilities: It is the policy of Harding University to accommodate students with 
disabilities, pursuant to federal and state law.  Therefore, any student with a documented 
disability  condition (e.g. physical, learning, psychological, vision, hearing, etc.) who needs to 
arrange reasonable accommodations, must contact the instructor and the Registrar’s Office (901-
761-1353) at the beginning of each semester.  (If the diagnosis of the disability occurs during the 
academic year, the student must self-identify with the Registrar as soon as possible in order to 
get academic accommodations in place for the remainder of the semester.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 REQUIRED READINGS FOR 5990 
 
Allen, Leonard. Prologue to Good Christian Writing (On reserve).  
Also  published in six parts in Firm Foundation beginning Aug. 29, l978.  95:551, 554, 567, 572, 581, 
586, 587, 599, 602, 615, 617, 631, 636. 
Write a 1-1/2 to 2 page evaluation.  (Photocopy of 6 part article on reserve.) 
 
Thielicke, Helmut. Little Exercise for Young Theologians.  Write a 1-1/2 to 2 page reflection on this book. 
 
You will be responsible for the following on mid-term exam: 
  Lewis, Jack P. "The Ministry of Study." In Leadership Questions Confronting the Church.  Nashville: 

Christian Communications, 1985, pp. 101-106.  (262.066/L674. Book and photocopy on           
reserve) 

 
  King, William J. How We Know About Antiquity. Oxford, O.: American Classical League, Miami 

University, 1978, pp. 1-16.  (880.018/K54 and Dr. Oster's personal copy on reserve) 
 
  Bradley, James E., and Richard A.  Muller.  Church History: An Introduction to Research, Reference 

Works, and Methods.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995, pp.  33-52.  (270.072/B811.  Book and 
photocopy on reserve) 

   
  Stuart, Douglas. A Guide to Selecting and Using Bible Commentaries. Dallas: Word, 1990, pp. 7-34.  

(016.2207/S929.  Book and photocopy on reserve) 
 
  Hock, Randolph.  The Extreme Searcher's Internet Handbook.  2d ed. Medford, NJ: CyberAge Books, 

2007, pp. 1-41, 47-132.  (025.04/H685/2007.  Book and photocopy on reserve) 
 
  Erickson, Millard J.  Christian Theology.  2d ed.  Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1998, pp. 17-31.  

(230.044/E68/1998.  Book and photocopy on reserve) 
 
  Alexander, Philip S. "Rabbinic Judaism and the New Testament."  Zeitschrift fur die neutestamentliche 
 Wissenschaft 74 (1983): 237-46.  (Photocopy on reserve) 
 
  Ramsey, Boniface. Beginning to Read the Fathers. New York: Paulist, 1985, pp. 3-21 (281.1/R183.  

Book and photocopy of chapter on reserve) 
 
  Hughes, Richard. "Churches of Christ."  In Encyclopedia of Religion in the South. Macon: Mercer  

U. P., 1984, pp. 166-172. (R.R.277.5/E56. Photocopy of article on reserve) 
 

Wardlaw, Don M.  "Homiletics and Preaching in North America."   In Concise Encyclopedia of               
         Preaching, edited by William H. Willimon and Richard Lischer, 243-52.  Louisville: Westminster   
         John Knox Press, 1995. (R.R.251.003/C744. Photocopy of article on reserve) 

  
Ferguson, Everett. "The Validity of the Restoration Principle."  Mission 7 (August 1973): 37-42              
        (Photocopy on reserve) 

 
  Mann, Thomas.  The Oxford Guide to Library Research. 3d ed., p. 1-237. 
 
  Strunk and White. Elements of Style. 

 
  Turabian. Manual for Writers. 7th ed., p. 3-130, 283-307. 
   
 

All of these readings, except the books, can be emailed upon request. Please send requests to 
Sheila Owen, sowen@harding.edu. 


