5902 Small Group Ministry

Dr. Eddie Randolph Phone: 813-886-3946

7259 Sheldon Road Fax: 813-888-8719
Tampa, FL 33615 Emagddie @tampachurch.org
Meeting Dates: Class Schedule:

August 22-23 Fridays 1:00 p.m.-3:45 p.m.
September 26-27 6:00 p.m.-8:45 p.m.
October 31-November 1 Saturdays 9:00 a.m.-14.4b

1:00 p.m.-3:45 p.m.
Course Description:

This course studies how small groups are usednteagporary Christian settings.
Different models of small-group communities will eeplored along with reasons for
their popularity and success. Strategies will dls@resented for beginning and
maintaining healthy small-group ministries. Thawyary course objective is to prepare
individuals to lead effective small-group minisgri@ their local congregations.

Required Texts:

Arnold, Jeffery. The Big Book on Small Grouggev. ed. Downers Grove: InterVarsity,
2004.

Banks, Robert. Paul's Idea of CommuniRev. ed. Peabody: Henderson, 1994.

Comiskey, Joel T. The Church that Multipliddoreno Valley: CCS, 2007.

Donahue, Bill and Russ Robinson. Building a ChwtBmall GroupsGrand Rapids:
Zondervan, 2001.

Donahue, Bill and Russ Robinson. The Seven Deadly & Small Group Ministry
Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2002.

Ellas, John W. Small Groups & Established Churcfdmllenge and Hope for the
Future Houston: Center for Church Growth, 2005.

Icenogle, Gareth W. Biblical Foundations for Snatbup Ministry Downers Grove:
InterVarsity, 1994.

Lee-Thorp, Karen. How to Ask Great Questio@islorado Springs: NavPress, 1998.




STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: ltis the policy of Harding University to accomnatd
students with disabilities, pursuant to federal atade law. Any student with a disability who
needs accommodation should inform the instructti@beginning of the course. Students with
disabilities are also encouraged to contact DivéSMcLeod, the Registrar, at (901) 761-1353.

Auqgust 22-23

Session 1 Introduction; Where the Saints Met — Hisrical Foundations

**Read assigned readings under Selected Bibliogralthe
Ancient House Church”

**Read and submit a two-page review of Arnold, Big Book on
Small Groups

**Read and submit a two-page review of Icenogldligal
Foundations for Small Group Ministry

Session 2 The Nature of Christian Community

**Read assigned readings under “Selected Bibliogyaqn
Community.”

**Read and submit a two-page review of Banks, Paldéa of
Community

Session 3 Quest for Community and the Modern Smatroup
Movement

Session 4 Groups in the Contemporary Christian sehg

September 26-27

Session 1 Mid-term exam; Small Group Models and Fution

**Read assigned readings under “Selected Bibliolgyagn
General Works on Small Groups.”

**Read and submit a two-page review of Donahue Ralinson,
Building a Church of Small Groups

**Read and submit a two-page review of Donahug Raobinson,
Seven Deadly Sins of Small Group Ministry

Session 2 Small Group Models and Function, contirad
Session 3 Small Group Models and Function, contiraa

Session 4 Small Groups in Established Churches



**Read and Submit a two-page review of Ellas, Srathups and
Established Churches

October 31-November 1

Session 1 Small Group Leadership and Maintenance

**Read and submit a two-page review of Comiskeye Thurch
That Multiplies

**Read and submit a two-page review of Lee-ThorpwHo Ask
Great Questions

Session 2 Small Group Leadership and Maintenancegpntinued
Session 3 Evangelism in Small Groups

Session 4 Small Group Resources

Due November 28
Final Exam: take home final due
Research Project

Each student may select his/her project from theetloptions below:

1) Develop acompletemanual for a small group ministry contextualized t
the DNA of your congregation or ministry setting.

2) From an on-site visit, data gathering, and intevgi@repare ghorough
analysis and evaluation of a small group ministrg igrowing church (15-
20 pages).

3) Present a 20-pagesearchpaper on Small Groups and the Development
of Christian Community

Weight of Course Components:

Completion of each reading assignment and reviewse ................. 25%
Class Participation . ......... . 10 %
Research Project . ... 40%
Mid-Term Exam (covering reading assignments/clagesifrom Aug 21-22) . ... 10%
Final Exam (covering remaining reading assignmelatss notes) . . ........... 15 %

TOTAL: 100%



Selected Bibliography on the Ancient House Church
(**Denotes required readings)

**Blue, Bradley. “Acts and the House Church.” Ih& Book of Acts in It$Graeco-
Roman SettingVol. 2 of The Book of Acts in Its First Centurgtiing edited by
David W. J. Gill and Conrad Gempf, 119-222. Grarsghids: Eerdmans, 1994.

. “The Influence of Jewish Worship oné’skPresentation of the Early
Church.” In_Witness to the Gospeldited by I. Howard Marshall and David
Peterson, 473-98. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998.

Branick, Vincent. The House Church in the Writim§$?aul Wilmington: Michael
Glazier, 1989.

Elliott, John H._ A Home for the Homeless: A Sodatientific Criticism of 1 Peter, Its
Situation and Strateginneapolis: Fortress: 1981.

*x . “Philemon and House Churches.” Thel@iroday22 (May 1984): 145-
50.

Filson, Floyd V. “The Significance of the Early HmiChurches.” Journal of Biblical
Literature58 (June 1939): 105-12.

**Finney, Paul C. “Early Christian Architecture: &@Beginnings (A Review Article).”
Harvard Theological Revie®1 (July 1988): 319-39.

**Fitzgerald, John T. “Hospitality.” In Dictionargf New Testament Backgrounpedited
by Craig A. Evans and Stanley E. Porter, 522-2%an@ Rapids: InterVarsity,
2000.

Gehring, Roger W. House Church and Mission: Theolrtgmce of Household Structures
in Early Christianity Peabody: Hendrickson, 2004.

George, Michael. “Domestic Architecture and HougelRelations: Pompeii and Roman
Ephesos.” Journal for the Study of the New TestdrB@@r{September 2004): 7-
25.

**Green, Michael. “Evangelistic Methods.” In Evarngen in the Early Church300-55.
Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1970, 20@®. 194-235 in earlier edition]

Keener, Craig S. “Family and Household.” In Dictaoy of New Testament Background
edited by Craig A. Evans and Stanley E. Porter;@%3 Grand Rapids:
InterVarsity, 2000.

**Klauck, Hans-Josef. “The House-church as Way &L’ Theology DigesB0 (1982):
153-57.

**Jewett, Robert. “Tenement Churches and Communedlsiin the Early Church.”
Biblical Researcl88 (1993): 23-43.




Malherbe, Abraham. Social Aspects of Early Christia 2" ed. Philadelphia: Fortress,
1983. (Especially chapters 3 &4)

Meeks, Wayne A. The First Urban Christians: Thei@dorld of the Apostle Paul
New Haven: Yale, 1983.

**Riddle, Donald W. “Early Christian Hospitality: &actor in the Gospel Transmission.”
Journal of Biblical Literatur®7 (June 1938): 141-54.

Ruemann, John. “One Lord, One Faith, One GodMauty House Churches.” In
Common Life in the Early Church: Essays Honoringyéion F. Snyderedited
by Julian V. Hills, 106-17. Harrisburg: Trinity, 28.

Thiessen, Gerd. The Social Setting of Pauline @harigy: Essays on Corinth
Philadelphia, Fortress, 1988.

**Tidball, Derek J. “Social Setting of Mission Chalres.” In_Dictionary of Paul and His
Letters edited by Gerald F. Hawthorne, Ralph P. Martird Braniel G. Reid,
883-92. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1993.

Verner, David C. The Household of God: The SocialrMV/ of the Pastoral Epistles
Society of Biblical Literature Dissertation Seriég. 71. Chico: Scholars, 1983.

White, L. Michael. The Social Origins of Christi&nchitecture 2 Vols. Valley Forge:
Harvard, 1996-97.

Selected Bibliography on Community
(** denotes required reading)

Banks, Robert J. “The Early Church as a Caring Canity and Some Social
Implications for Social Work Today.” Interchang6é (1988): 32-46.

**Bellah, Robert N., Richard Madsen, William M. $uan, Ann Swidler, and Steven M.
Tipton. Habits of the HearUpdated ed. Berkeley: University of Californi®03.
(Read pp. 3-84, 142-163, 219-249,275-296.)

Bilezikian, Gilbert. Community 101: Reclaiming thecal Church as Community of
OnenessGrand Rapids: Zondervan, 1997.

Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. Life Togethefranslated by John W. Doberstein. San Francisco:
Harper, 1954.

**Campbell, J. Y. Koinoniaand Its Cognates in the New Testament." JournBildical
Literature51 (1932): 352-80.

Craffert, Pieter F. “The Pauline Household CommanitTheir Nature as Social
Entities.” Neotestamentic2? (1998): 309-41.




Doughty, Stephen V. Discovering Community: A Metida on Community in Christ
Nashville: Upper Room, 1999.

Dudley, Carl S. and Hilgert, Earle. New Testamegndions and the Contemporary
Church Philadelphia: Fortress, 1987.

Ferguson, Everett. “The Church and Her Lord: ThauMaof the Church.” In The
Church of Christ: A Biblical Ecclesiology for Todagl-133. Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1996.

. “The Church and Her Teacher: The Neay @ Life.” In The Church of
Christ: A Biblical Ecclesiology for Today49-409. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
1996.

Frazee, Randy. The Connecting Chur@nand Rapids: Zondervan, 2001.

Finnell, David L._Life in His BodyLaVergne: Spring Arbor, 1995.

Gorman, Julie A. Community That is Christian: A [dapnok on Small Group$ev. ed.
Grand Rapids: Baker, 2002.

Grenz, Stanley. Created for Commun#) ed. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1998.

** . Theology for the Community of Gddrand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1994.
(Read pp. 461-510).

**Guder, Darrell, ed. Missional Church: A Visionrfthe Sending of the Church in North
America Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998. (Read pp. 422482268)

Hartman, Warren J. Five Audiences: Identifying Go®in Your ChurchNashville:
Abingdon, 1987.

**Hertweck, Galen. “The Church as Community: Sn@ibups in the Local Church.” In
Faces of Renewaédited by Paul Elbert, 249-65. Peabody: Hendaick4988.

Hestenes, Roberta. Turning Committees into Comnasifolorado Springs: NavPress,
1991.

Kennedy, Darin. “A Theology of Small Groups.” Reasiiion Quarterly38 (1996): 175-
84.

Klassen, William. “Normative Self-definitions of @ktianity in the New Testament.” In
Common Life in the Early Church: Essays Honorin@yelon F. Snydeedited
by Julian V. Hills, 91-105. Harrisburg: Trinity, 28.

Lohfink, Gerhard. Jesus and Communiladelphia: Fortress, 1984.

Long, Theodore E., and Jeffrey K. Hadden. “Religi@onversion and the Concept of
Socialization.” Journal for the Scientific StudyRéligion22 (January 1983): 1-
14.




McDermott, J. M. “The Biblical Doctrine dfoinonia” Biblische Zeitschrifin.f. 19
(1975).

Martin, Glen, and Gary Mcintosh. Creating Communidgeper Fellowship through
Small Group Ministry Nashville: Broadman, 1997.

Meyers, Richard C. One-Anothering, Volume 1: BuilgiBlocks for Small Groups
Philadelphia: Innisfree Press, 1990; reprint, Mepais: Augsburg, 2004.

. One-Anothering, Volume 2: Building 8pal Community in Small
Groups Philadelphia: Innisfree Press, 1999; reprint, ddiapolis: Augsburg,
2006.

. One-Anothering, Volume 3: Creating Bicgmt Spiritual Community
Minneapolis: Augsburg 2002.

Motyer, J. A. "Body." In New International Dictionaof New Testament Theologgd.
Colin Brown, 1:232-42. Grand Rapids: Zondervan,5197

Myers, Joseph R. The Search to BeloBgand Rapids, Zondervan, 2003.

**O'Brien, P. T. “Fellowship, Communion, Sharingri Dictionary of Paul and His
Letters edited by Gerald F. Hawthorne, Ralph P. Martird Baniel G. Reid,
293-95. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1993.

Oldenburg, Ray. The Great Good Place: Cafes, C&feps, Bookstores, Bars, Hair
Salons and Other Hangouts at the Heart of a Contgnivew York: Marlow,
1999.

**Qlsen, Daniel V. A. "Church Friendships: BoonBarrier to Church Growth?" Journal
for the Scientific Study of ReligioR8 (September 1989): 432-42.

Peck, M. Scott. The Different Drum: Community Madiand PeacéNew York: Simon
and Schuster, 1987.

Prior, David. Creating Community: An Every-Membep@oach to Ministry in the Local
Church Colorado Springs: NavPress, 1992.

Putnam, Robert D. Bowling Alone: The Collapse am¥iRRal of American Community
New York: Touchstone, 2000.

Robinson, John A. T. The Body: A Study in Paulireedlogy Philadelphia:
Westminster, 1952.

Russell, Letty M. Church in the Rounldbuisville: Westminster/John Knox, 1993.

Sampley, Paul. Pauline Participation in ChriBhiladelphia, Fortress, 1980.

**Seccomb, David. “The New People of God.” In Wigseto the Gospeédited by |.
Howard Marshall and David Peterson, 349-72. Graapids: Eerdmans, 1998.




Snyder, Howard A. The Community of the Kirfgev. ed. Downers Grove: InterVarsity,
2005.

. The Problem of Wine Skins: Church $tinedn a Technological Age
Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1975.

Stanley, Andy and Bill Willits. Creating Community:Keys to Building a Small Group
Culture Colorado Springs: Multhomah, 2004.

**Suggs, M. Jack. Koinoniain the New Testament.” Mid-Strea®3 (October 1984):
351-62.

**Towner, Philip H. “Households and Household Codés Dictionary of Paul and His
Letters edited by Gerald F. Hawthorne, Ralph P. Martird Braniel G. Reid,
417-19. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1993.

**Wall, Robert W. “Community: New Testament Koinadiln The Anchor Bible
Dictionary, edited by David Noel Freedman, 1:1103-10. Gardi¢yt Doubleday,
1998.

Wuthnow, Robert. Sharing the Journey: Support Gsam America’s New Quest for
Community New York: Free Press, 1994,

Selected Bibliography of General Works on Small Graps
(**Denotes required readings)

Arnold, Jeffery. Starting Small Groups: Building i@munities that MattemNashville:
Abingdon, 1997.

Atkinson, Harley. The Power of Small Groups in Gtiagn EducationNappanee:
Evangel, 2002.

Barker, Steve, Judy Johnson, Jimmy Long, Rob Maland Ron Nicholas. SmaBroup
Leaders' Handboolbowners Grove: InterVarsity, 1982.

Barker, Steve, Judy Johnson, Rob Malone, Ron Nash@nd Doug Whallon. Good
Things Come in Small GroupBowners Grove: InterVarsity, 1985.

Beckham, William A. The Second Reformation: Reshgphe Church for the 21st
Century LaVergne: Spring Arbor, 1995.

Boren, Scott, and Don Tillman. Making Cell Group®M/ Houston: Cell Group
Resources, 2003.

Boren, Scott. How Do We Get There from Hekguston: Touch, 2007.

Borthwick, Paul, ed. New Directions for Small-GroMimistry. Loveland: Group, 1999.

Cho, Paul Y. More Than NumbeM/aco: Word, 1984.




. Successful Home Cell Graupsuth Plainfield: Bridge, 1988.

Cloud, Henry, and John Townsend. Making Small Gsoiork Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 2003.

Coleman, Lyman L., Andrew Sloan, and Steve SheeglySerendipity Encyclopedia
Littleton: Serendipity, 1997.

Coleman, Lyman L., Richard Peace, and Brenda Q@arendipity Bible4™ ed.
Littleton: Serendipity, 1996.

Comiskey, Joel T. Cell Church Solutions: Transfargiihe Church in North America.
Moreno Valley: CCS, 2005.

. Home Cell-Group Explosion: A Study @uid Help You Grow and
Multiply Your Small Group Houston: Touch, 1999.

. Spirit-Filled Small GroupSrand Rapids: Chosen, 2005.

Cordle, Steve. The Church in Many Hougsashville: Abingdon, 2005.

Davies, James A. “Small Groups: Are They ReallyNew?” Christian Education
Journal5 (Fall 1984): 43-50.

**Egli, Vicki. “The 50 Best Small Group Web Resoes:” Small Groups.com. Posted
May 20, 2006.
http://smallgroups.com/articles/1237/1/The_50_B®stall_Group_Web_Resour
ces.html (accessed June 10, 2008).

Ellas, John W. Church Growth Through Grou$sarcy: Resource Publications, 1990.

Galloway, Dale, and Kathi Mills. The Small Groupd¥o The Practical Guide for
Nurturing Christians and Building Church&3rand Rapids: Revell, 1995.

George, Carl F. How to Break Growth BarrieBsand Rapids: Baker, 1993.

Griffin, Emory A. Getting Together: A Guide to Go@toups Downers Grove:
InterVarsity, 1982.

Hestenes, Roberta. Usitige Bible in GroupsPhiladelphia: Westminster, 1983.

**Hurston, Karen. "Types of Home Groups." In WinrArThe Church Growth Ratio
Book, 25-30. Pasadena: Church Growth, 1987. Availahlme at
http://discipleship.ag.org/Discipleship/Small_Grelipypes/Types_Home_Group
s.pdf

**Hurston, Karen. “Six Group Models.” Available me at
http://discipleship.ag.org/Discipleship/Small_Grelfypes/Six_Group_Models.p
df



Hurston, Karen. Breakthrough Cell Groupkuston: Touch, 2001.

Johnson, David W., and Frank P. Johnson. Joinigefher: Group Theory and Group
Skills. 10" ed. Boston: Allyn & Bacon, 2008.

Johnson, George S., David Mayer, and Nancy VodattiBg Small Groups-and Keeping
Them Going Minneapolis: Augsburg-Fortress, 1995.

Knapp, James L. Understanding the Generatias Diego: Aventine, 2005.

Leslie, Robert C. Sharing Groups in fhieurch Nashville: Abingdon, 1971.

Lewis, Brad, ed. Small Group Ministry in the 21&nfury Loveland: Group, 2005.

Mack, Michael. The Synergy Church: A Strateqy faebrating Small Groups and
Sunday SchoolGrand Rapids: Baker, 1996.

McBride, Neal F. How to Build a Small Group MinigtiColorado Springs: NavPress.
1995.

McBride, Neal F. Real Small Groups Just Don't Hap@mlorado Springs: NavPress,
1998.

Miller, J. Keith. A Hunger for Healing: the Twel#teps as a Classic Model for Christian
Spiritual Growth San Francisco: Harper, 1992.

Neighbour, Ralph W., Jr. Where Do We Go From HAr&uidebook for Cell Churches
Rev. ed. LaVergne: Spring Arbor, 2000.

Schaller, Lyle E. Assimilating New Membeisashville: Abingdon, 1978.

Sime, Donald R. “The Nature and Function of Humaoups.” Restoration Quarterl0
(1967): 75-80.

Small, Michael D. Small Group Body Buildetsoveland: Group, 1998.

Snyder, Howard A. Signs of the Spirit: How God Resds the ChurclGrand Rapids:
Academie Books, 1989.

Stafford, Tim and Tom Albin. “Finding God in Sm&koups.” _Christianity Todas}7
(August 2003): 42-44.

Stockstill, Larry. The Cell Church/entura: Regal, 1998.

Williams, Dan._Seven Myths about Small Grougancouver: Regent College, 2000.




Selected Bibliography on Small Group Leadership
(**Denotes required readings)

Boren, Scott, and Don Tillman. Cell Group Leadeaiiiing Houston: Cell Group
Resources, 2002.

Coleman, Lyman. Small Group Training Manual: 6 8ssfor Training Leaders
Littleton: Serendipity, 1991.

Comiskey, Joel T. Groups of Twelve: A New Way tolMize Leaders and Multiply
Groups in Your ChurchHouston: Touch, 1999.

. How to Be a Great Cell Group Co#&tuston: Touch, 2003.

. How to Lead a Great Cell Group MeefnodPeople Want to Come Back
Houston: Touch, 2001.

. Leadership Explosion: Multiplying GaHloup Leaders for the Harvest
Houston: Touch, 2000.

Donahue, Bill._Leading Life-Changing Grougsrand Rapids: Zondervan, 2002.

. The Willow Creek Guide to Leading LlWfhanging Small Group$rand
Rapids: Zondervan, 1997.

Donahue, Bill and Russ Robinson. Walking the Si@atlup TightropeGrand Rapids:
Zondervan, 2003.

Earley, Dave. Eight Habits of Highly Effective Lesad Houston: Touch, 2001.

Galloway, Dale E. 20/20 Vision: How to Create a &ssful Church with Lay Leaders
and Cell GroupsPortland: Scott, 1986.

George, Carl F. Nine Keys to Effective Small GraugadershipMansfield: Kingdom,
1997.

**Griffin, Emory. “How to Gauge the Closeness oGaoup.” Leadershi (Fall 1984):
84-90.

Lentz, Dan. Let's Get Started: How to Begin YouraB8®roups Ministry Cincinnati:
Standard, 2007.

Long, Jimmy, Ann Bereylein, Sara Keiper, Patty Pdiha Thiel, and Doug Whallon.
Small Group Leaders' Handbook: The Next Generabawners Grove:
InterVarsity, 1995.

Mack, Michael._I'm a Leader...Now What? How to LemdEffective Small Group
Cincinnati: Standard, 2007.

McBride, Neal F. How to Lead Small Groug3olorado Springs: NavPress, 1990.




Neighbour, Ralph W., Jr. The Shepherd's Guideb8gkitual and Practical Foundations
for Cell Group LeaderRev. ed. Houston: Touch, 1994.

Powell, Terry. Now That's a Good Question: How &ald Quality Bible Discussions
Cincinnati: Standard, 2007.

Sikora, Pat J. Why Didn’'t You Warn Me? How to Death Challenging Group
Members Cincinnati: Standard, 2007.

Selected Bibliography on the Modern House Church Meement
(** Denotes required reading)

Steve Atkerson, ed. Ekklesia: To the Roots of BddlHouse Church Life2nd ed.
Atlanta:NTRF, 2005.

Banks, Robert, and Julia Banks. The Church Comesd-Beabody: Hendrickson, 1998.

Barna, George. Revolutiofarol Stream: Barnabooks, 2005.

Birkey, Del. The House Churclkcottsdale: Herald, 1988.

Hadaway, C. Kirk, Stuart A. Wright, and Francis [msB. Home Cell Groups and House
ChurchesNashville: Broadman, 1987.

**Healey, Rita, and David Van Biema. “There's NdtuLike Home.” Time(27
February 2006): 46-48.

Viola, Frank, and George Barna. Pagan ChristianExploring the Roots of Our Church
PracticesCarol Stream: Barnabooks, 2008.

Selected Bibliography on Evangelism in Small Groups

Arnold, Jeffrey. Small Group Outreach: Turning Gesunside OutDowners Grove:
InterVarsity, 1998.

Comiskey, Joel T., and Peter C. Wagner. Reap theelda How a Small Group System
Can Grow Your ChurchHouston: Touch, 1999.

Gleason, Michael. Building on Living Stones: Newsfaanent Patterns and Principles of
Renewal Grand Rapids: Kregel, 1996.

Green, Michael, ed. Church Without Walzarlisle, UK: Paternoster, 2002.

Hunter, George G., Ill. “The Bridges of Contagidisangelism: Social Networks.” In
ChurchGrowth: State of the Aredited by C. Peter Wagner, Win Arn, and Elmer
L. Towns, 69-87. Wheaton: Tyndale, 1987.




To Spread the Power: Church Growth in the Wesl&8girnt. Nashville,
TN: Abingdon, 1987.

McClaren, Brian. More Ready than You Reali&@and Rapids: Zondervan, 2002.

Peace, Richard. Small Group Evangeli@®owners Grove: InterVarsity, 1985.

Poole, Garry._Seeker Small Groups: Engaging tBpirSeekers in Life-Changing
Discussions Grand Rapids, Zondervan, 2003.




