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5601 Early and Medieval Church, Fall Term, 2008, Tues. 8:15-10:55 a.m. 
Harding University Graduate School of Religion 
Prof. Mark E. Powell, Ijams Administration Building 209 
Office phone: 901-432-7725 Email: mpowell@harding.edu 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Course description 
A survey of the theological and doctrinal history of Christianity in its cultural setting 
from the beginning of the church to the high medieval period.  Attention is given to 
developments in Western Christianity. 
 
Required textbooks 
Justo Gonzalez, The Story of Christianity, vol. 1, The Early Church to the Dawn of the 

Reformation (San Francisco: Harper and Row, 1984). 
E.A. Livingstone, ed., The Concise Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church, 2nd ed. 

(New York: Oxford University Press, 2000). 
William G. Rusch, ed., The Trinitarian Controversy (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1980). 
Richard Norris, ed., The Christological Controversy (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1980). 
Augustine, Confessions, trans. Henry Chadwick (New York: Oxford University Press, 

1998). 
Brian Davies and G.R. Evans, eds., Anselm of Canterbury: The Major Works (New York: 

Oxford University Press, 1998). 
 
Note: Students who will take 5602 Reformation and Modern Church may be interested in 
purchasing the one volume, hardback The Story of Christianity by Justo Gonzalez, 
available from Christian Book Distributors.     
 
Requirements and grading 
1. Reading of assigned texts and class participation 
2. Seminar paper (15%) 
3. Research paper (35%) 
4. Mid-term exam (25%) 
5. Final exam (25%) 
Grading scale: 100-90 (A), 89-80 (B), 79-75 (C), 74-70 (D), 69 and below (F) 
 
Reading and class participation, or lack thereof, may have a positive or negative effect on 
the final grade of up to five points.   
 
Cheating in all its forms is inconsistent with Christian faith and practice and will result in 
sanctions up to and including dismissal from the class with a failing grade. 
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Students with disabilities 
It is the policy of Harding University to accommodate students with disabilities, pursuant 
to federal and state law.  Any student with a disability who needs accommodation should 
inform the instructor at the beginning of the course.  Students with disabilities are also 
encouraged to contact Steve McLeod, the Registrar, at 761-1353. 
 
 
Schedule of topics and readings  
 
Aug. 19 Introduction to the class  
 
Aug. 26 Life and worship in the early church 

(1) Gonzalez, chaps. 5-7, 11 
(2) The Didache 
 At: www.newadvent.org/fathers/0714.htm 
(3) Pliny, Letters 10.96-97  

At: www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/Pliny1.html 
(4) Ignatius of Antioch, Letters to the Magnesians and Romans 
 At: www.newadvent.org/fathers/0105.htm  
 At: www.newadvent.org/fathers/0107.htm  
(5) Justin Martyr, The First Apology 1-68 
 At: www.newadvent.org/fathers/0126.htm 
(6) Letter of the Churches of Lyons and Vienne in Eusebius Church History 5.1 
 At: www.newadvent.org/fathers/250105.htm  

  
Sept. 2  The challenge of Gnosticism 

(1) Gonzalez, chaps. 8-10 
(2) Irenaeus, Against Heresies (selections) in Early Christian Fathers, ed. Cyril 

Richardson, pp. 358-384. 
(3) Tertullian, Prescriptions Against the Heretics  
 At: www.newadvent.org/fathers/0311.htm 
(4) Origen, On First Principles, trans. G.W. Butterworth, Preface and Book IV, 

chaps. 1-3, pp. 1-6, 256-312 (read Greek translation, except where there is 
only a Latin translation). 

       
Sept. 9  The conversion of Constantine and the rise of monasticism 

(1) Gonzalez, chaps. 12-15 
(2) Eusebius, In Praise of Constantine 1-5, 7-10 
 At: www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/orat-constantine.html 
(3) Eusebius, Life of Constantine 3.25-43 
 At: www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/vita-constantine.html 
(4) John Cassian, Conferences 1 
 At: www.newadvent.org/fathers/350801.htm 
(5) The Rule of St. Benedict 
 At: www.osb.org/rb/text/toc.html#toc 
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Sept. 16 Nicea and Trinitarian doctrine 
(1) Gonzalez, chaps. 17, 19-20 
(2) The Trinitarian Controversy, chaps. II-VI, IX-X, XII.   
(3) Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed in Creeds and Confessions of Faith in the 

Christian Tradition, p. 163. 
 
Sept. 23 Divine grace and human freedom  

(1) Gonzalez, chaps. 16, 24-25 
(2) Confessions, Books I-IX; and Book X, chaps. xxvii-xliii (pp. 201-220). 
(3) J. Patout Burns, ed., Theological Anthropology, chaps. IV, VI. 

 
Sept. 30 Mid-term exam; The rise of the papacy 
 
Oct. 7  Chalcedon and Christology 

(1) Gonzalez, chap. 27 
(2) The Christological Controversies, chaps. I-II, VII-IX. 

 
Oct. 14  Fall Break 
 
Oct. 21  Byzantine theology and the iconoclastic controversy 

(1) Gonzalez, chaps. 26, 28-29 
(2) Dionysius the Areopagite, The Mystical Theology in Pseudo-Dionysius: The 

Complete Works, trans. Colm Luibheid, pp. 133-141. 
(3) John of Damascus, On The Divine Images. 
 At: www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/johndamascus-images.html#PART%20I 
(4) Decree of the Seventh Ecumenical Council in Creeds and Confessions, pp. 233-

241.  
(5) Research paper prospectus due 

 
Oct. 28  Faith seeking understanding 

(1) Anselm of Canterbury: The Major Works, pp. 82-104, 260-356. 
 
Nov. 4  No class: work on research paper 
 
Nov. 11 Poverty movements   

(1) Gonzalez, chaps. 30-31 
(2) Bonaventure, The Life of St. Francis 1-4 in Bonaventure: The Soul’s Journey into 

God, The Tree of Life, The Life of St. Francis, trans. Ewert Cousins, pp. 185-
217.  

(3) Francis and Claire: The Complete Works, trans. and ed. Regis J. Armstrong and 
Ignatius C. Brady, pp. 37-39, 136-145. 

(4) Bonaventure, Defense of the Mendicants, 1, 7 (in The Works of Bonaventure, 
trans. José de Vinck, v. 4: Defense of the Mendicants, pp. 5-18, 125-163). 

 
Nov. 18 Scholastic theology 

(1) Gonzalez, chaps. 32 
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(2) A.M. Fairweather, ed., Aquinas on Nature and Grace, pp. 35-56, 137-156, 174-
218. 

 
Nov. 25 Thanksgiving holiday 
 
Dec. 2  Final lecture 

(1) Gonzalez, chaps. 33-34 
(2) Philip Jenkins, The Next Christendom: The Coming of Global Christianity, rev. 

ed., chaps. 1-2. 
(3) Research paper due 

 
Dec. 9  Final exam 
 
Seminar papers 
Students are required to lead one class discussion by presenting a paper, approximately 
five pages in length, on the primary readings assigned for the session.  The paper should 
focus on the primary sources, though Gonzalez may be cited to support your 
interpretation.  The paper should highlight key points, major themes, or interpretive 
problems in the readings, and what the readings indicate about the forms of Christianity 
they represent. The seminar paper is due by 12:00 p.m. (noon) on the Monday before it is 
presented.  It should be turned in or sent as a Word attachment to the professor.  The 
student should come to class with copies of the paper for other students. 
 
The student is expected to revise the paper in light of class discussion and comments 
from the professor.  A revised version of the paper is due on the following class session.    
 
Research paper 
The student will submit a research paper on an approved topic.  A prospectus is due on 
Tuesday, October 21.  The prospectus should include (a) a statement of the problem to be 
investigated, (b) an indication of the approach to be adopted, and (c) a preliminary 
bibliography.   
 
The paper should be 15-20 pages in length and is due on Tuesday, December 2 at the 
beginning of class.  The paper should carefully follow Turabian’s Manual, and may be 
penalized up to ten points for style.   
 
Recommended resources 
 
I. Reference works 
 
The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church, 3rd ed., eds. F.L. Cross and E.A. 

Livingstone (New York: Oxford University Press, 1997). 
Westminster Dicitionary of Church History, ed. Jerald C. Brauer (Philadelphia:  

Westminster Press, 1971). 
Creeds and Confessions of Faith in the Christian Tradition, eds. Jaroslav Pelikan and 

Valerie Hotchkiss, 4 vols. (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2003). 
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Encyclopedia of Early Christianity 2nd ed., 2 vols., ed. Everett Ferguson, 2 vols. (New 
York: Garland Publishing, Inc., 1997). 

Encyclopedia of the Early Church, ed. Angelo Di Berardino, trans. Adrian Wolford, 2  
vols. (New York: Oxford University Press, 1992). 

A Dictionary of Early Christian Beliefs, ed. David W. Bercot (Peabody, MA: 
Hendrickson Publishers, 1998). 

Dictionary of the Middle Ages, ed. Joseph R. Strayer, 13 vols. (New York: Scribner,  
1982-89). 

 
II. Histories and Church Histories 
 
Michael Angold, Cambridge History of Christianity, vol. 5, Eastern Christianity (New 

York: Cambridge University Press, 2006). 
Peter Brown, The Rise of Western Christendom: Triumph and Diversity, AD 200-1000 

(Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, 1996). 
Peter Brown, The World of Late Antiquity, AD 150-750 (New York: Harcourt Brace 

Jovanovich, 1971). 
Norman Cantor, The Civilization of the Middle Ages (New York: Harper Collins, 1993). 
Augustine Casiday and Frederick W. Norris, Cambridge History of Christianity, vol. 2, 

Constantine to c.600 (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2007). 
Henry Chadwick, The Early Church (New York: Penguin Books, 1993). 
Eamon Duffy, Saints and Sinners: A History of the Popes, 2nd ed. (New Haven: Yale 

University Press, 2001).  
Everett Ferguson, Early Christians Speak: Faith and Life in the First Three Centuries, 3rd 

ed. (Abilene: ACU Press, 1999). 
Judith Herrin, The Formation of Christendom (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 

1987). 
J.M. Hussey, The Orthodox Church in the Byzantine Empire (New York: Clarendon 

Press, 1986). 
Cyril Mango, Byzantium: The Empire of New Rome (New York: Scribner, 1980). 
Margaret M. Mitchell and Frances M. Young, Cambridge History of Christianity, vol. 1, 

Origins to Constantine (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2006). 
Thomas F. X. Noble and Julia M. H. Smith, Cambridge History of Christianity, vol. 3, 

Early Medieval Christianities, c.600-c.1100 (New York: Cambridge University 
Press, 2008). 

Jaroslav Pelikan, The Christian Tradition, vol. 1, The Emergence of the Catholic 
Tradition (100-600) (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1971). 

_____, The Christian Tradition, vol. 2, The Spirit of Eastern Christendom (600-1700) 
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1974). 

_____, The Christian Tradition, vol. 3, The Growth of Medieval Theology (600-1300) 
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1978). 

Alexander Schmemann, The Historical Roots of Eastern Orthodoxy, trans. Lydia Kesich 
(New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1963). 

R. W. Southern, Western Society and the Church in the Middle Ages (New York: Penguin 
Books, 1990).  


