5400 Systematic Theology AFall Term, 2008

Harding University Graduate School of Religion

Prof. Mark E. Powell, ljams Administration Buildir&p9
Office phone: 901-432-7725 Email: mpowell@hardidg.e

Course description

A study of Christian beliefs in light of the tearfiof scripture, key historical
formulations, and contemporary culture. The cobesgins with introductory and
methodological issues, and then analyzes the destof revelation, God, creation,
humanity, and sin.

Required texts

Stanley J. GrenZ heology For The Community of G{@rand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans,
2000).

Timothy C. Tennentlheology in the Context of World Christianftgrand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan, 2007).

D. H. Williams,Evangelicals and Tradition: The Formative Influerafehe Early
Church(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2005).

Gustavo GutierreZDn Job: God-Talk and the Suffering of the Innoceans. Matthew J.
O’Connell (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1987).

Ron Highfield,Great is the Lord: Theology for the Praise of G&frand Rapids, Ml:
Eerdmans, 2008).

Requirements and grading

1. Reading of assigned texts and class participatio

2. On-line discussion and assignments (10%)

3. Final examination (45%)

4. Statement of faith (45%)

Grading scale: 100-90 (A), 89-80 (B), 79-75 (C)y7034(D), 69 and below (F)

Reading and class participation, or lack therealy tmave a positive or negative effect on
the final grade of up to five points.

Plagiarism or any form of academic dishonesty moll be tolerated.

Students with disabilities

It is the policy of Harding University to accommaeelatudents with disabilities, pursuant
to federal and state law. Any student with a digglwho needs accommodation should
inform the instructor at the beginning of the ceurStudents with disabilities are also
encouraged to contact Steve McLeod, the Registtait1-1353.

1



Class schedule
|. BEFORE ON-CAMPUS SESSIONS
Blackboard will provide a forum for learning angdission before the classroom
sessions. All posts are due by 5:00 p.m. on thesdsssigned. Posts may be submitted
prior to these dates, but not afterwards. Latersstions will not receive credit.
Mon., July 7 Blackboard for Systematic Theology gens
Wed., July 9 Introduce yourself to the class orcBlteard
Fri., July 11 Complete Blackboard “Theological Refion Paper” assignment
Wed., July 16 Complete Blackboard assignmeriEwangelicals and Traditian
(1) Williams, Evangelicals and Tradition
Fri., July 18 Respond to three other post&wvangelicals and Tradition
Wed., July 23 Complete Blackboard assignmen®anjob
(1)  Gutierrez,On Job
Fri., July 25 Respond to three other post©onJob
Wed., July 30 Complete Blackboard assignmenGogat is the Lord*
(1) Highfield, Great is the Lord
Fri., Aug. 1 Respond to three other post€aweat is the Lord*
*Important note: Ron Highfield’s book is schedutede released at the end of July. If
the bpok Is not available by July 30, we will disethe book online after the on-campus
sessions.

Il. ON-CAMPUS SESSIONS

Class meeting times: Aug. 4-8 Session 1: 8:15-18:66
Session 2: 1:00-3:45 p.m.

All readings should be completed beftihe session for which they are assigned.
Students should come to class prepared to congribuhe discussion of the readings.



Mon, Aug. 4 Session 1: Introduction to the stufitheology
Session 2: Divine revelation

(1) Grenz, Introduction, pp. 132-139
(2) Tennent, chap. 1

Tues., Aug. 5 Session 1: The sources of theology
Session 2: The Trinity

(1) Grenz, chaps. 2, 14
(2) Tennent, chaps. 3

Wed., Aug. 6 Session 1: The nature of God
Session 2: Creation

(1) Grenz, chap. 1, 3-4

(2) Tennent, chap. 2

(3) J. Augustine Di Noia, “By Whom All Things Were Mdda Nicene
Christianity, ed. Christopher R. Sei{&rand Rapids, Michigan: Brazos
Press, 2001), 63-73.

Thurs., Aug. 7 Session 1: Being human
Session 2: Sin

(1) Grenz, pp. 125-132, 139-150, chaps. 6-7

(2) Tennent, chap. 4

(3) Kevin Vanhoozer, “Human being, individual and stdia The Cambridge
Companion to Christian Doctrined. Colin E. GuntofCambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1997), chap. 9.

Fri., Aug. 8 Session 1: Special topic: evil antfesing
Session 2: Special topic: election

(1) Grenz, chap. 8

(1) Jack W. Cottrell, “Conditional Election” iGrace Unlimiteded. Clark H.
Pinnock (Minneapolis: Bethany Fellowship, 1975);73L

(3) John Mark Hicks, “Mediating the War betweenmimians and Calvinists on
Election and Security: A Stone-Campbell Perspecti8eone-Campbell
Journal6 (Fall, 2003): 163-184.
Or, at www.stone-campbelljournal.com




lll. AFTER ON-CAMPUS SESSIONS
Fri., Aug. 22 Final exam

Fri., Sept. 19 Statement of Faith due

On-line discussion

Blackboard will be used to complete the “TheologRaflection Paper” assignment and
discuss three theological texts prior to the clamsr sessions. If you have not used
Blackboard or need a refresher course, datim//elearning.harding.edand log in with
username “guest” and password “harding.” (Do nolude the quotation marks.)
Systematic Theology A will involve thBiscussionsarea of Blackboard, so pay special
attention to théiscussionsarea tutorial to insure your ability to properiysp and
respond to postings in thiRiscussiorarea.

Before beginning the online portion of the cours®) may want to check your computer
settings. You can check your settings by goingnav.blackboard.comclick onSupport

— StudentFrom this page you can check your browser sedtiag well as find other
helpful information on possible problem areas, saglpop-up blockers and Java settings.

You may reach Systematic Theology A by:
1. Logging in toPipeline(http://pipeline.harding.edu
a. You will need your username and password to acgasscourses. If you
do not have your username and password, pleasact@nt Steve
McLeod, HUGSR Registrar, at 901-432-7733.
Click on theHU Studentink, thenHU Courses
You will see Systematic Theology A in your counsgigs. Click on the course
title.
a. If you do not see Systematic Theology A listedapkecontact Dr.
McLeod at 901-432-7733 to verify your enroliment.
b. If you have verified your enrollment but still dotrsee your course,
please contact Blackboard suppornivabct@harding.edar 501-279-
5201. Please include your phone number, if avaglabl
4. You should now be in your course
a. If you have trouble opening your course or if ksgou for an additional
password, please contact Blackboard suppaveact@harding.edar
501-279-5201.
b. If you are using a MAC, please contaetbct@harding.edfor special
instructions.
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keep in area that you can access even if you caygtanline. |
Blackboard Support :

(8 am to 10 pm) !

HelpDesk — 501.279.5201

24/7 -webct@harding.edd Your e-mail will be responded to |

within 24 hours. |

The nature of the online assignments will be detldin Blackboard. You are required to
offer one post to the class about each week’s mgadiYou are also required to respond
to at least three posts by other students. lalslb contribute to the discussions so that
our dialogue begins even before we arrive in thssrbom.

In order to receive credit, each post must be lijroe, (2) on topic, (3) at least 100
words, and (4) of sufficient quality.

Final exam

The final exam will be given on Friday, Aug. 228at5 a.m. on the campus of HUGSR.
Students who live more than one hour from HUGSRparenitted to take the exam off-
campus. Those who take the exam off-campus slywedthe professor the name, phone
number, and e-mail address of a proctor to adneintee exam. The proctor cannot be a
relative or an employee of the student.

Statement of faith

Each student will construet statement of faith on his or her understandintdef
Christian faith and the importance of this underdiag for the life of the church. The
paper is due on September 19 and should be norltmaye 15 pages (writing and
revising to meet this space limitation is an esaépart of the assignment). The
emphasis of this paper is upon reading and refigain the materials that are central to
the course. While the student is expected to tefeutside resources (especially the
recommended resources at the end of the syllatiespaper is quite literally to be
constructed by the individual student, expresdiggunderstanding of the Christian faith
which he or she—not some other or others—has arav@s a result of his or her total
study to date.

In keeping with the focus of this course, the stadst of faith should include three
elements: prolegomena (sources for your staterkentmotif or problem you wish to
address), the doctrine of God, and theologicalrapthlogy. The paper should address
the relevance of the student’s understanding oCtmastian faith for the life of the
church.

The criteria of a good paper are the following:
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Use of course materialsDoes the paper show clearly, in specific ways,
that the student has read and understood the cowategial? Has the
writer genuinely appropriated the course matent his or her own
thinking?

Richness Does the paper avoid narrowness, draw on atyarfesources,
and defend the view taken? Does it relate tofdifes?

CoherenceDoes the paper hang together? Is it clear? Debsw the
connections between its various ideas?

Identity and relevanceDoes the paper show an understanding of the
distinctive nature of the Christian gospel? Ddegvie some indication of
how the gospel relates to the urgent questionsmtieenporary society? In
particular, does the motif employed help relategbspel to contemporary
culture?

Style See Kate L. Turabia#, Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses,
and Dissertations7" ed., rev. by Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colomia] an
Joseph M. Williams (Chicago: University of Chicageess, 2007). Papers may
be penalized up to ten points for style.

A hard-copy of the paper should be mailed to tlodgmsor at 1000 Cherry Road,
Memphis, Tennessee 38117. The paper should beddmua paper clip in the top left-
hand corner. Late papers will be penalized onetgmer day late (excluding Sundays),
up to ten points.

A scanned copy of the paper, with the professafaraents, will be returned to the
student by e-mail. Students who intend to takdeSyatic Theology B in the spring
semester should retain the paper and the professmmments. At the end of the second
semester, a 30 page statement of faith will beireduhat will include revisions to this
paper based on the professor's comments.



Recommended resources

l. Texts in systematic theology

Carl Braaten and Robert Jenson, €iwistian Dogmatics2 vols. (Philadelphia: Fortress
Press, 1984).

Jack Cottrell;The Faith Once For All: Bible Doctrine For Tod&yoplin, MO: College
Press, 2002).

Millard J. EricksonChristian Theology{Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Books, 1998).

Francis Schussler Fiorenza and John P. Galvin, &gstematic Theology: Roman
Catholic Perspective2 vols. (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1991).

Colin E. Gunton, edThe Cambridge Companion to Christian Doctr{@mbridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1997).

Peter C. Hodgson and Robert H. King, e@#iristian Theology: An Introduction to Its
Traditions and Taské@Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1994).

Alister E. McGrathChristian Theology: An IntroductiofOxford: Blackwell, 1994).

Daniel L. Migliore,Faith Seeking Understanding: An Introduction to Stian Theology
(Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 1991).

Il. Reference works

F.L. Cross and E.A. Livingstone, edshe Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church
3" ed. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1997).

Walter A. Elwell, ed.Evangelical Dictionary of Theolog¥srand Rapids, Michigan:
Baker Book House, 1984).

Everett Ferguson, edncyclopedia of Early Christianify2 vols. (New York: Garland,
1990).

David Ford, ed.The Modern Theologians: An Introduction to ChristiBheology in the
Twentieth Century2" ed. (Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1997).

Van Harvey A Handbook of Theological Ternidew York: Simon & Schuster, 1964).

Alister E. McGrath, ed.The Blackwell Encyclopedia of Modern Christian Tglou
(Oxford: Blackwell, 1993).

Donald W. Musser and Joseph L. Price, elldNew Handbook of Christian Theologians
(Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1992).

Jaroslav Pelikan and Valerie Hotchkiss, e@sgeds and Confessions of Faith in the
Christian Tradition 4 vols. (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2003).

Karl Rahner, edEncyclopedia of Theology: The Concise SacramentumdMNew
York: Seabury Press, 1975).

Alan Richardson and John Bowden, edifie Westminster Dictionary of Christian
Theology(Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1983).

lll. Popular works

Gary Holloway, Randall J. Harris, and Mark C. Blaels. , Theology Matters: Answers
for the Church Todaydoplin, Missouri: College Press, 1998).

Bruce Milne,Know The Truth: A Handbook of Christian Bel{Plowners Grove, lllinois:
InterVarsity Press, 1982).



