
 
 

Readings in the Hebrew Old Testament 
Religion 5100 

Fall 2008 
Monday 8:15-10:55 

 
Contact Information 
 
Professor Phillip McMillion   
Office 901 432 7719 
Email pmcmillion@harding.edu 
Office 211  Upstairs in the Mansion 
Office Hours  Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday 1:30-4:00  -  Tuesday 8:30-11.  
Other hours by appointment 
 
 
Textbooks: 
Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia This is the standard Hebrew Bible used in all 
serious study of the Hebrew Scriptures.   
 
A Hebrew and English Lexicon of the Old Testament, Brown, Driver, and Briggs.  This is 
the standard lexicon that continues to be used as a reference for translating and study of 
the Hebrew Bible. 
 
Hebrew Syntax: An Outline, Ronald J. Williams.  A brief overview of the major points of 
syntax important for Old Testament studies.   
 
Readings from Ernst Würthwein, The Text of the Old Testament, are available in the 
Library and need not be purchased. 
 
 
Purpose of the class: 
This class is designed to move students beyond the basics of first year Hebrew and into 
the Hebrew Text of the Old Testament.  We will reinforce the Hebrew Verb system by 
noting and parsing verbs in the reading.  We will learn new vocabulary from the texts we 
read and translate together.  We will also deepen our understanding of Hebrew syntax.  
This course will also introduce the basics of Text Criticism and prepare students for 
Hebrew Exegesis.  We will also discuss the meaning of the texts we read together and 
how that meaning still applies today. 
 
 
 
 



 
Objectives: 
1.  Students should be able to read and translate from a variety of passages in the 
 Hebrew Bible.  We will read texts from a  variety of narrative, prophetic, and 
 poetic styles. 
 
2. Students should be able to use the basic tools of Old Testament translation and 

language study.  We will learn to use the standard lexicons and research tools for 
Hebrew language study. 

 
3. Students should be able to discuss the major issues involved in Old Testament 
 text criticism.  We will read and discuss  sections from E. Würtwein, The Text of 
 the Old Testament, and we will learn to use the textual apparatus of the Hebrew 
 Bible. 
 
4. Students should be able to demonstrate the use of Hebrew language studies and its 
 relevance to the church today.  As we read and translate, we will also talk about 
 the meaning of the text and its message for the modern world. 
 
 
Requirements: 
1. Class Attendance.  This is expected of all graduate students, but it is especially 
 important in any language class. 
 
2. Reading and translation in class.  Be prepared to parse verbs and discuss grammar 
 in the assigned passage each week. 
 
3. A weekly quiz over the assigned passage. (20 %) 
 
4. Reading of outside material as assigned. 
 
5. A mid-term exam. (40 %) 
 
6.  A final exam. (40 %) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Students with Disabilities: 
It is the policy of Harding University to accommodate students with disabilities, pursuant 
to federal and state law.  Any student with a disability who needs accommodation should 
inform the instructor at the beginning of the course.  Students with disabilities are also 
encouraged to contact Dr. Steve McLeod, the Registrar, at (901) 761-1353 
 
 



Course Policies: 
1. Students are expected to come to class on time ready to participate.  Every lesson 
builds on the previous ones, so any time you miss class, you will get behind.  Do not miss 
class unless absolutely necessary. 
 
2. We will always take a break about half way through the class meeting time.  
Please take care of personal business (phone calls, refreshments, bathroom stops, etc.) 
before class, or at break time.  It is very disruptive to other students when you get up and 
walk out in the middle of class.   
 
3. Most weeks we will have a quiz.  You may drop one quiz grade for the semester.  
If you are absent with good reason, you may make up the weekly quiz, but you must do 
that during the following week or when you come to class the next week after your 
absence.  After that time, a quiz cannot be made up, and it will count as your one drop.  
Any exceptions to this policy will be considered only in the case of a genuine emergency. 
 
4. Grades are determined on the basis on your work during the semester.  Please do 
not ask for make up work after the semester is over.  If you want to do extra work to 
make a better grade, do it during the semester. 
 
5. Academic honesty is expected in all classes at HUGSR.  Any form of cheating, 
copying, or plagiarism is unacceptable and will not be tolerated.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HEBREW BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Dr. Phillip McMillion  

 
Vocabulary Aids 
 
Larry A. Mitchel  - A Students Vocabulary for Biblical Hebrew & Aramaic.  Zondervan, 1984. 
 
George M. Landes - A Students Vocabulary of Biblical Hebrew.  Charles Scribner’s Sons, 
1961. 
 
 
Understanding Organization of Hebrew Bible 
 
William R. Scott, A Simplified Guide to BHS and English Key to Latin Words and 
Abbreviations, 1987. 
 
Reinard Wonnenberger, Understanding BHS, 1984. 



 
Word Identification and Parsing 
 
Jerry A. Armstrong, Douglas L. Busby, Cyril F. Carr.  A Reader’s Hebrew-English 
Lexicon of the Old Testament.  Zondervan, 1989 
 
Benjamin Davidson, Analytical Hebrew & Chaldee Lexicon 

Todd S. Beall & William A. Banks, Old Testament Parsing Guide Genesis-Esther, 
Moody Press, 1986. 

Bruce Einspahr, Index to Brown, Driver, & Briggs Hebrew Lexicon.  Moody Press, 1986. 

John Joseph Owens.  Analytical Key to the Old Testament, 4 Volumes. Baker Books. 

 

Interlinear Bibles 

Kohlemberger, NIV Interlinear Hebrew/English Old Testament.  Zondervan 

 

Concordances 

Abraham Even-Shoshan, A New Concordance of the Old Testament:  Using the Hebrew 
and Aramaic Texts.  Baker 

Solomon Mandelkern, Veteris Testamenti Concordantiae.  Schochen Books, 1978. 

Robert Young.  Analytical Concordance to the Bible.  Eerdmans 

Richard E. Whitaker.  Eerdmans Analytical Concordance to the Revised Standard 
Version of the Bible.  Eerdmans. 

 

Theological Dictionaries 

G. Johannes Botterweck and Helmer Riggren, Theological Dictionary of the Old 
Testament.  Eerdmans.  We have through volume 12 in library which goes through 
Hebrew letter q 

Ernst Jenni and Claus Westermann, Theologisches Handwörterbuch zum Alten 
Testament, 2 volumes, 1971.  Now in English in 3 volumes from Hendrickenson Press, 
Theological Lexicon of the Old Testament, 1997. 

 
 



Advanced Grammars 
 

E. Kautzsch, ed. Gesenius' Hebrew Grammar, revised by A. E. Cowley. 
 
Bruce K. Walke, and M. O'Connor, Biblical Hebrew Syntax. 
 
Ronald J. Williams, Hebrew Syntax: An Outline. 

 

Hebrew Accent Markings 

William Wickes, Two Treatises on the Accentuation of the Old Testament. 

James D. Price, The Syntax of Masoretic Accents in the Hebrew Bible. 

Angel Salenz-Badillos, A History of the Hebrew Language 

 

Computer Software 

Accordance GRAMCORD Institute 

They have both Greek and Hebrew texts, as well as most English versions.  You can do 
word and phrase search, parse, and other searches.  They have an extensive website for 
lots of information at 

www.GRAMCORD.org 

www.oaksoft.com  is now the contact for Accordance for Mac 

 

Here are few good websites for Hebrew that we will use in class. 
 
 
www.laits.utexas.edu/hebrew/heblang/bhtutorials.sht ml  
lots of practice on basic pronunciation  Click on 
Biblical Documents link to see several passages fro m 
the Old Testament in Hebrew, transliteration, and i n 
English.  You can click on the Hebrew Text to hear it 
read aloud in brief passages. 
 
http://home.earthlink.net/~vikn/hebrew.htm  an online 
vocabulary review that you can use for practice.   
 



www.ualberta.ca/~ebenzvi/teaching.html  the home page of 
Ehud Ben Zvi at the University of Alberta.  Click o n 
Hebrew Bible, and the Studying Biblical Hebrew for many 
good resources. 
 
http://prophetess.lstc.edu/~rklein/  home page of Ralph 
Klein at Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago.  U nder 
Biblical studies, select Hebrew for lots of good li nks.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HEBREW READINGS - 510 
Professor Phillip McMillion 
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August 18  Introduction, Genesis 1:1-13  

August 25  Genesis 1:14-31 

September 1  Genesis 2 

September 8  Deuteronomy 4:1-20 Würthwein, pp. 3-41 (2nd. ed. 1-44)  

September 15  Deuteronomy 5:1-29 Würthwein, pp. 103-119 (2nd. ed. 105-132) 

September 22  Deuteronomy 6:1-25   Williams, pp. 3-26 

September 29  Deuteronomy 10:12-11:21 Williams, pp. 27-43 

October 6  Mid-Term Exam 

October 13  Short Course Week   

October 20  Joshua 1 Williams, pp. 44-62 

October 27  1 Kings 18:20-40 Williams, pp. 63-79 

November 3  Psalms 1, 13, 23 Williams, pp. 80-101 

November 10  Isaiah 1:1-20  

November 17  Jonah 1 

November  24  Thanksgiving Break 

December 1      Jonah 3 & 4 

December 8  Final Exam 


