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Contact Information 
 
Professor Phillip McMillion   
Office 901 432 7719 
Email pmcmillion@harding.edu 
Office 211  Upstairs in the Mansion 
Office Hours  Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday 1:30-4:00  P.M. 
Tuesday 8:30-11 A.M.  
Other hours by appointment 
 
 
Textbook: 
 
Many texts are available for Beginning Hebrew.  We have used a number over the years.  
The current text is chosen for several reasons.  It simplifies the grammar explanations and 
gives the essentials.  When more detail is needed, I will give you supplementary 
handouts.  Much of the more detailed information will be added as needed in Hebrew 
Readings.  This textbook also gives many sentences for practice in reading and 
translating.  We will supplement those with materials from the Hebrew Bible at times.  
No previous knowledge of Hebrew is expected to begin this class. 
   
The First Hebrew Primer, Simon, Resnikoff, and Motzkin, EKS Publishing 
 
Primer CD Set, also from EKS Publishing 
  
Vis-Ed Biblical Hebrew Vocabulary Cards 
 
All these materials are available through the Graduate School Business Office. 
 
 
 
Course Description: 
 
This course will introduce the student to the basic elements of the Hebrew Language used 
in the Old Testament.  You will learn the major components of the Hebrew verb system, 



nouns, prepositions, and other parts of the language.  You will lean to read aloud and 
translate basic sentences.  You will practice reading and translating sentences from the 
textbook as well as verses from the Hebrew Bible.   
 
This course will enable you to translate Hebrew sentences from the Old Testament, check 
English translations, and look up Hebrew words in the Lexicon.  You will also be able to 
use Hebrew words in the more advanced Bible commentaries and word study guides.  I 
want to help you to be able to use Hebrew in your own Bible Study and in sermon and 
lesson preparation.  In order to continue to develop you abilities in Hebrew, you should 
plan to take Hebrew Readings and Hebrew Exegesis if at all possible.   
 
In the class, we will follow the outline of the textbook by covering each lesson in order.  
After the first few weeks, we will usually take one lesson each week.  The vocabulary and 
grammar of the new lesson will be covered in class.  Then the new homework 
assignments will be given.  At the beginning of the following class, homework will be 
covered in class.   
 
Homework Policy:   
 
All assigned homework is to be written out and handed in at the beginning of class.  If 
you would like to have a copy for reference during class discussion, make an additional 
copy to keep with you during the class discussion.  We will read and translate the material 
together discussing any problem areas. 
 
Class Activities: 
 
We will use a number of different activities to develop and reinforce our skills.  We will 
read aloud, we will translate in class and at home, we will work in class in pairs and in 
larger groups at times.  We will practice writing on the board, we will memorize and 
recite, and use web based materials as well.  We want to use as many different ways as 
possible to develop and reinforce the Hebrew we are learning.   
 
 
 
Objectives: 
 
1. Students should be familiar with the basic elements of Hebrew grammar and 
syntax.  This includes verb charts and other materials as indicated throughout the 
semester.  The grammar in Hebrew is relatively simple, but it is important as the 
foundation for translation. 
 
2. Students should be able to identify all vocabulary in the  lessons covered.  
Vocabulary is probably the single most important element in learning Hebrew.  If you 
don’t know the vocabulary, you cannot understand the sentence.  You must learn the 
vocabulary.  For most students, this is not a problem.  With a little work, vocabulary can 
be one area to improve your grade.   
 



3. Students should be able to read and translate simple Hebrew sentences.  Here is 
where we put all the elements together.  The goal of the class is to be able to translate.  
Translation is  where the grammar and the vocabulary come together to make sense in a 
context. 
 
4. Our ultimate goal is to be able to use Hebrew in your own Bible study, sermon 
preparation, and Bible classes.  This will give you additional resources and allow you to 
add greater depth to your own study and understanding. 
 
 
Requirements: 
 
1. Class attendance and participation (including homework). (10% of grade) 
 
2. Weekly tests over assigned materials. (30% of grade) 
 
3. A comprehensive Vocabulary exam near the end of the semester. (30% of grade) 
 
4. A comprehensive final exam. (30% of grade).                                                                                               
 
 
 
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: 
 
It is the policy of Harding University to accommodate students with disabilities, pursuant 
to federal and state law.  Any student with a disability who needs accommodation should 
inform the instructor at the beginning of the course.  Students with disabilities are also 
encouraged to contact Dr. Steve McLeod, the Registrar, at (901) 761-1353 
 
 
Course Policies: 
 
1. Students are expected to come to class on time ready to participate.  Every lesson 
builds on the previous ones, so any time you miss class, you will get behind.  Do not miss 
class unless absolutely necessary. 
 
2. We will always take a break about half way through the class meeting time.  
Please take care of personal business (phone calls, refreshments, bathroom stops, etc.) 
before class, or at break time.  It is very disruptive to other students when you get up and 
walk out in the middle of class.   
 
3. Most weeks we will have a quiz.  You may drop one quiz grade for the semester.  
If you are absent with good reason, you may make up the weekly quiz, but you must do 
that during the following week or when you come to class the next week after your 
absence.  After that time, a quiz cannot be made up, and it will count as your one drop.  
Any exceptions to this policy will be considered only in the case of a genuine emergency. 
 



4. Grades are determined on the basis on your work during the semester.  Please do 
not ask for make up work after the semester is over.  If you want to do extra work to 
make a better grade, do it during the semester. 
 
5. Academic honesty is expected in all classes at HUGSR.  Any form of cheating, 
copying, or plagiarism is unacceptable and will not be tolerated.   
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Additional Materials 
 

Heinrich Bitzer, ed.  Light on the Path.  Baker Books, 1969, paperback, 1982.  A series of 
devotional readings for each day of the year, a reading in Hebrew with some notes, and a 



reading in Greek, unfortunately, out of print.  There is a new version called More Light on 
the Path, by David Baker, Elaine Heath, and Morven Baker, from Baker Books, 1999.  
The older one is better, but it may be hard to find.   
 
Tongue of the Prophets: The Life Story of Eliezer Ben Yehuda, by Robert St. John, 
Paperback, $10.  This is a biography of the man who brought Hebrew back to life as a 
modern spoken language in the late 1800’s.   
 
 

Hebrew Resources Online 
 
 

www.akhlah.com  Jewish Children’s Learning Network, has lots of basic 
things like alphabet, colors, days of week, numbers.  Fun things to try. 
 
www.ancient-hebrew.org some good resources, but most of their reference works and 
study resources are quite old 
 
www.zigzagworld.com/citywall/ Information about learning Hebrew online 
 
www.hebrew4christians.com  good section on grammar, and a good list of links 
many audio sections where you can hear prayers, blessings, and scripture in Hebrew 
 
www.hebrewworld.com a site offering lots of CD’s and computer packages of Hebrew, 
Hebrew Bible, music, etc. for sale  
 
www.laits.utexas.edu/hebrew/heblang/bhtutorials.shtml lots of practice on basic 
pronunciation.  Click on Biblical Documents link to see several passages from the Old 
Testament in Hebrew, transliteration, and in English.  You can click on the Hebrew Text 
to hear it read aloud in brief passages. 
 
http://home.earthlink.net/~vikn/hebrew.htm an online vocabulary review that you can use 
for practice.   
 
www.ualberta.ca/~ebenzvi/teaching.html the home page of Ehud Ben Zvi at the 
University of Alberta.  Click on Hebrew Bible, and the Studying Biblical Hebrew for 
many good resources. 
 
http://prophetess.lstc.edu/~rklein/ home page of Ralph Klein at Lutheran School of 
Theology at Chicago.  Under Biblical studies, select Hebrew for lots of good links. 
 
 
There are lots of other sites out there.  If you do a search on “Hebrew Online” or “Learn 
Hebrew”, you will find lots of other materials.  These are just a few I have found 
interesting.  We will look at some of these together in class. 
 
 


