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Syllabus for Bible 5080 
Minor Prophets (The Book of the Twelve) 
HUGSR: Fall 2008 (Sept 5-6 / Oct 10-11 / Nov 14-15) 

 

I. Goals of the Course 

     A.  Ideological and Theological Goals: 

·  To evaluate the historical-critical method for doing biblical studies and to 
consider viable methodological modifications as well as alternatives to it for the 
purposes of theological understanding, faith formation, and ministry; 

 
·  To become adept at contextualizing the prophetic materials that constitute the 

Book of the Twelve (the Minor Prophets) in the societies and communities of 
faith from which they arose; 

 
·  To apprehend how a fuller understanding of the contextualized nature of the 

biblical text opens a window onto (a) the nature of God, (b) the nature of God’s 
self-disclosure, (c) the means by which God works in the world of humans and 
their cultures to accomplish his purposes, and (d) the hermeneutical / 
theological problem(s); 

 
·  To become aware of how profound a resource the books of the Minor Prophets 

are for imaginative theological and ethical (re-)construction when they are re-
contextualized by placing them in conversation with the rest of Scripture and 
our contemporary culture. 

 
     B.  Pastoral / Ministerial Goals: 

·  To re-contextualize faithfully the ethical and theological messages from The 
Book of the Twelve and related prophetic and historiographical texts for                
(1) addressing contemporary pastoral and ministerial challenges, and                       
(2) engaging the contemporary cultural, socio-economic, political, and religio-
theological malaise;  

 
·  To learn to value these prophetic materials as theological resources for 

transforming those communities of faith among which we live, work, and 
minister into living testimony before contemporary society to the present and 
coming Kingdom of God.  
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C. Academic Skills Goals: 
 

·  To become conversant with the biblical text of The Book of the Twelve (the 
Minor Prophets) along with reference resources, secondary literature, and the 
methodologies dedicated to their study; 

 
·  To gain sufficient proficiency in reading vocalized Hebrew script and its trans- 

literation to be able (1) to use standard Hebrew lexicons, concordances, and Old 
Testament theological dictionaries / wordbooks in the research and writing of 
the term paper; and (2) to enable the student to build upon this Hebrew 
proficiency so that he / she may continue to use this Hebrew tools in research 
and study beyond the duration of this course.  (No Hebrew knowledge is 
prerequisite). 
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·  Marvin A. Sweeney, The Twelve Prophets, 2 vols. Berit Olam, 2000 (TP); 
 

·  Leander Keck, ed., The New Interpreter’s Bible, Vol. VII: The Twelve Prophets, 
1996 (NIB); 

 
·  Walter Brueggemann, The Prophetic Imagination, 2nd ed., 2001 (PI); 

 
·  Alberto Ferreiro and Thomas Oden, eds., The Twelve Prophets: Ancient Christian 

Commentary on Scripture, vol. 14 (ACCS); 
 

·  Christopher R. Seitz, Prophecy and Hermeneutics: Toward a New Introduction to 
the Prophets, 2007 (PH); 

 
·  John D. Fortner, “Theology, Ethics, and Homiletics in the Eighth Century 

Prophetic Oracles of Salvation.” In Preaching the Eighth Century Prophets, 
Rochester College Lectures on Preaching, Vol. 5, ed. David Fleer and Dave Bland 
(ACU Press, 2004): 59-93 (supplied to the student by the professor); 

 
·  Idem, “Jonah, A Journey of Three Days: A Story of Human & Divine “Evil,” 

“Regret,” and “Repentance” (supplied to the student by the professor); 
 

                                                 
 
1It is assumed that the student already has in his / her possession A Manual for Writers of Research 

Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, by Kate Turabian , Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph 
M. Williams (adapted  by  Don Meredith for use at HUGSR (online).  These style sheets plus The SBL 
Handbook of Style for Ancient Near Eastern, Biblical, and Early Christian Studies (Peabody, Mass.: 
Hendrickson Publishers, 1999) will serve as the final authority for appropriate formatting and style in all 
writing assignments.   
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·  D. Brent Sandy and Daniel M. O’Hare, Prophecy and Apocalyptic: An Annotated 
Bibliography, 2007 (PA). 

 
 

III. Course Specifications 
 

COURSE MEETING SCHEDULE 
 

Friday  Sept 5th,  Oct 10th,  Nov 14th  / 1 p.m. – 4 p.m.; 6 p.m. – 9 p.m. 
 

Saturday Sept 6th,  Oct 11th,  Nov 15th  /  9 a.m.- noon; 1-4 p.m. 
 

 
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS &  COMPONENTS 

 
�  Read assigned portions of each of the course textbooks and complete appropriate 

RRFs; 
 
�  Complete a fresh reading of the twelve biblical books of the Minor Prophets; 2 

Kings 14-25; 2 Chronicles 26-36; Ezra & Nehemiah with appropriate Reading 
Report Forms (RRF); 

 
�  Take an objective mid-term exam (administered during class time). 
 
�  Read the specified Library Assignments and complete appropriate RRFs; 
 
�  Write a double-spaced 8-page essay reacting to and reflecting upon Walter 

Brueggemann’s 2nd ed. of The Prophetic Imagination. The essay should exhibit 
appraisal, critique, and possibilities of the book’s thesis for the life and ministry 
of the church; 

 

�  Write a 20-25 page TERM PAPER (counting bibliography) on a focused topic which 
is germane to the course; for further aids toward research and writing see 
APPENDICES A, C-E 2;   

 
�  As a Final Exam, each class participant will write a hermeneutical / 

methodological essay of fifteen (15) double-spaced pages. The student should 
exhibit a thorough understanding of the thesis of Christopher Seitz in Prophecy 
and Hermeneutics. The student must show acquaintance with those scholars / 
traditions / methods which have influenced Seitz and with which Seitz has placed 
himself in conversation. In addition, the student must propose and evaluate both 

                                                 
2The term paper will be graded according to writing standards reflected in the “Checklist of 

Writing Grammar, & Style Errors” (see APPENDIX A). This checklist is based on writers’ guides such as 
The Little Brown Book and The Harcourt-Brace College Handbook which should be consulted for more 
detail.   
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the prospects and potential or unresolved problems with Seitz’s proposals. The 
student must submit this final exam essay as an e-mail attachment no later than 
Sunday, December 7th. 

 
 

SCHEDULE OF WHEN COURSE REQUIREMENTS &  COMPONENTS ARE DUE 
 
By Our Second Class Meeting on October 11th 3 

 
1. Have read Jonah, Amos, Hosea, Micah, Zephaniah, Habakkuk,  Nahum, Joel, 

Obadiah, 2 Kings 14-25, and 2 Chronicles 26-36 in one of the standard English 
translations; viz. NASV, NASV, NIV; 

 
2. Read the following treatments of prophetic books in TP and NIB:  Jonah, Amos, 

Hosea, Micah, Zephaniah, Habakkuk, Nahum, Joel, & Obadiah;    
 
             Appropriate RRF’s must be completed; 

 
3. Read and complete an RRF for the following Library Assignments:4 

 
READ THESE FIRST 

 
·  David W. Baker, “Israelite Prophets and Prophecy,” in The Face of O.T. 

Studies, ed. David W. Baker & Bill T. Arnold (Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 
1999), 266-94; 

 
·  John H. Hayes, “Prophecy and Prophets, Hebrew Bible,” in Dictionary of 

Biblical Interpretation, ed. John H. Hayes, 2:310-17; 
 

·  Kenton Sparks, Ancient Texts for the Study of the Hebrew Bible: A Guide to 
the Background Literature, 217-39; 

 
·  John F. A. Sawyer, “Prophecy and Interpretation,” in The Place is Too 

Small for Us, ed. Robert P. Gordon, 563-75; 
 

·  Gary V. Smith, “Theology of Amos,” in NIDOTTE,5 4:373-77; 
                                                 

 
3The student should make every effort to complete each of the biblical, textbook, and library 

reading assignments by October 11th .     
 
4The Graves Library will e-mail as a PDF attachment each Library Assignment articles listed 

below to which the student may not otherwise have present access.  To take advantage of this service, the 
student must request specific articles from either Sheila Owen (Associate Librarian) or Pat Hughes 
(Assistant to the Librarian).   

 
5NIDOTTE = New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology and Exegesis, ed. Willem 

A. VanGemeren (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1997).  
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·  S. N. Rosenbaum, “Amos, Book of,” in DBI,6 1:30-34; 
 

·  Paul A. Kruger, “Theology of Hosea,” in NIDOTTE, 4:708-14; 
 

·  H.-D. Neef, “Hosea, Book of,” in DBI, 1:521-25; 
 

·  Allan M. Harman, “Theology of Jonah,” in NIDOTTE, 4:798-802; 
 

·  J. Magonet, “Jonah, Book of,” in DBI, 1:620-22; 
 

·  Bruce K. Waltke, “Theology of Micah,” in NIDOTTE, 4:936-40; 
 

·  John T. Willis, “Micah, Book of,” in DBI, 2:150-53; 
 
 

READ THESE NEXT 
 

·  M. Southwell, “Theology of Habakkuk,” in NIDOTTE, 4:688-90; 
 
·  M. P.  Graham, “Habakkuk, Book of,” in DBI, 1:475-78; 
 
·  David W. Baker, “Theology of Zephaniah,” in NIDOTTE, 4:1309-12; 
 
·  Ehud Ben Zvi, “Zephaniah, Book of,” in DBI, 2:669-73; 
 
·  Kevin J. Cathcart, “Theology of Nahum,” in NIDOTTE, 4:962-65; 
 
·  Duane L. Christensen, “Nahum, Book of,” in DBI, 2:199-201; 
 
·  Leslie C. Allen, “Theology of Joel,” in NIDOTTE, 4:796-98; 
 
·  K. S. Nash, “Joel, Book of,” in DBI, 1:599-602; 
 
·  Dennis R. Magary, “Theology of Obadiah,” in NIDOTTE, 4:992-96; 
 
·  Rick R. Marrs, “Obadiah, Book of,” in DBI, 2:219-21. 
 

4. Students will take an objective mid-term exam during class-time.  The mid-term 
will emphasize the data from the Old-Testament Timeline (received from your 
professor) and lecture notes.  

 

                                                 
 

6DBI = Dictionary of Biblical Interpretation, ed. John H. Hayes (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 
1999).  
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5. Each student must be prepared to discuss with the professor his or her choice(s) 
for a research topic for his / her term paper. 

 
By October 25th  
 

Submit as an e-mail attachment in paragraph form your statement of a focused 
research area  >  topic, and  >  the thesis which you intend to develop into an 
argument for the term paper.  A bibliography of at least 25 germane sources 
(serials, books, special studies) must accompany your topic / thesis (in 
Turabian format).  

 
Remember: It will be impossible for you to have crafted a viable potential 
thesis statement at this point without extensive reading and thought.  

 
By Our Third Class Meeting on November 15th 

 
1.  Read Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi in at least one standard English 

translation; viz., NASV, NRSV, NIV; 
 

2. Read the following treatments of prophetic books in TP and NIB:  Haggai, 
Zechariah,  

      and Malachi;    
 

       Appropriate RRF’s must be completed; 
 

3.    Read and complete an RRF for the following Library Assignments: 
 

·  Rex Mason, “Haggai, Theology of,” in NIDOTTE, 4:691-93; 

·  M. E. Shields, “Haggai, Book of,” in DBI, 1:478-80; 

·  Martin Selman, “Zechariah, Theology of,” in NIDOTTE, 4:1303-07; 

·  M. Saebø, “Zechariah, Book of,” in DBI, 2:666-69; 

·  Rex Mason, “Malachi, Theology of,” in NIDOTTE, 4:927-29; 

·  J. M. O’Brien, “Malachi, Book of,” in DBI, 2:110-113; 

4.   Finish reading Alberto Ferreiro and Thomas Oden, eds., The Twelve Prophets: 
Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture, vol. 14 (ACCS). 
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By November 22nd  
 

The student’s reaction and reflection essay on Brueggemann’s Prophetic 
Imagination is due to the professor via an e-mail attachment. 

 
By November 29th 
 

The student’s term paper is due via an e-mail attachment. 
 
By December 7th  
 

The student’s methodological / hermeneutical essay over Christopher Seitz’s, 
Prophecy and Hermeneutics (final exam) must be submitted via an e-mail 
attachment.  
 

 
IV. Miscellaneous 

 
GRADE SCALE 

 
  100-90   = A 

  89-80   = B 
  79-70   = C 
  69-60   = D 
 

GRADING COMPONENTS 
 

·  Completion of course reading assignments ----------------------------------    35% 
·  Brueggemann Reaction / Reflection on time --------------------------------    15% 
·  Submission of term paper topic & thesis with bibliography ---------------     5% 
·  Term Paper ----------------------------------------------------------------------     25%  
·  Mid-Term Objective Exam ----------------------------------------------------    10% 
·  Final Exam (Seitz Hermeneutical / Methodological Essay)----------------   10% 

 

                                               TOTAL:         100% 
 

GRANTING OF INCOMPLETES 
 

Only extraordinary circumstances should cause a student to initiate a request for 
an incomplete in the course.  The granting of an “incomplete” for the course 
may result from consultations among the student, the professor, and the 
administration.  Should an incomplete be granted, all remaining work for the 
course must be completed to the satisfaction of the professor and the 
administration no later than mid-term of the Spring Term, 2007, or as otherwise 
specified by the registrar. 
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TO STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 
 

It is the policy of Harding University Graduate School of Religion to 
accommodate students with disabilities, pursuant to federal and state law.  Any 
student with a disability who needs accommodation should inform the instructor 
at the beginning of the course.  Students with disabilities are also encouraged to 
contact Steve McLeod, the Registrar, at 901-761-1353. 
 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
 

Cheating in all its forms is inconsistent with Christian faith and practice and will 
result in sanctions up to and including dismissal from the class with a failing grade. 
 

ASSESSMENT 
 
The University provides programs that enable students to acquire essential 
knowledge, skills, and dispositions in their academic disciplines for successful 
careers, advanced studies, and servant leadership. 
 

CONTACTING YOUR PROFESSOR 
 

 Address:    Harding University       Telephone:  501-279-4889 (office) 
        Box 12280      501-279-9362 (home) 
        Searcy, AR 72149-0001                FAX: 501-279-4042 (office) 
 
 E-mail:     jdfortner@harding.edu  
      On the web at:   www.harding.edu/jdfortner/  
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APPENDIX A: Checklist of Writing, Grammar, & Style Errors 
 
COMPOSITION / WRITING / GRAMMAR / SYNTAX 
 
  1 ____ [Yellow Hi-liter]  = incidence of PLAGIARISM: you have used the words / stolen someone’s  ideas w/o giving credit 
  2 ____ [circled letter]  = circled letter needs to be / should not be capitalized 
  3 ____ [waved line] =  Reverse order:  reverse the order of  words, phrases, elements, etc. 
  4 ____ [X marked thru] = leave out: unnecessary, irrelevant, or simply “baloney fluff” added for filler  
  5 ____ ?  = Sense:  your statement or argument does not make sense or it is contradictory  
  6 ____   ~   = Do not do this: whatever is indicated 
  7 ____ ¶ =  Should / should not begin paragraph here 
  8 ____  Ù  = Insert here (a word, number, element, etc.) 
  9 ____ 1 /  2 PPP   =  1st or 2nd  Person Personal Pronoun used: avoid  I, me, my, we, our, ours / you, your, yours 
10 ____ ABR = Abbreviation problems; improper abbreviation 
11 ____ AGR = Agreement Problems: /SV = Subject does not agree in # / form with verb; /PRN = pronoun #  
12 ____ AI = Incorrect or inappropriate abbreviation 
13 ____ ANA = Anachronistic 
14 ____ AP = Antecedent for pronoun  is unclear  OR pronoun does not agree with its antecedent pronoun has NO antecedent 
15 ____ ARC = Archaic 
16 ____ AWK = Awkward syntax; poorly worded;  
17 ____ C = Comma errors: viz. splice (separating subject or object from verb or preposition from its phrase by a comma) 
18 ____ CNT = Contractions: don’t  use -- say  “do not”  NOT  “don’t” 
19 ____ COL = Colloquialism 
20 ____ CNJ = Conjunction problems: wrong conj.; needs coordinating conj.; needs subordinating conj.; no conj. needed 
21 ____ DP = Dangling preposition: ( “That is something I could not put up with.”) 
22 ____ EX = Overstated case or exaggeration of fact or significance 
23 ____ FS = Filler sentence; wordiness, does not advance the argument, states the obvious 
24 ____ GRM = various grammatical problems: viz., CS = wrong case 
25 ____ IV = Incorrect or ambiguous use of a verbal (participle or gerund); /RC = use relative clause; /SC = use subordinate clause 
26 ____ NRP / NSC = Needs a relative pronoun & relative clause / Needs a subordinating conjunction & dependant clause 
27 ____ OU = Overuse of word, phrase, element, etc.  
28 ____ PC = Parallel constructions; degree of comparison; construction problems 
29 ____ PCT = Punctuation errors (comma, semi-colon, colon, apostrophe, quotation marks, period, etc. 
30 ____ PV = Passive voice: avoid it like the plague 
31 ____ RO  =  Run-on Sentence (2 complete sentences incorrectly related to each other) 
32 ____ SF  =  Sentence fragment 
33 ____ SI  =  Split infinitive: “To quickly walk” 
34 ____ SP = Incorrect spelling                                    
35 ____ SS = Sentence structure: combine / divide sentence(s); state more simply 
36 ____ UNC = Your meaning is unclear; your statement is ambiguous 
37 ____ VT = Incorrect verb tense or verb tenses not consistent 
38 ____ W  = Wordy or repetitious. 
39 ____ WC = Incorrect word used OR poor word choice 
40 ____ WP  = Wrong preposition used: certain verbs take specific prepositions 
 

THESIS / ARGUMENT  
 

41 ____ IC = Internal contradiction within sentence, paragraph, argument, thesis, etc. 
42 ____ TH = Thesis problems: NO thesis statement; thesis statement is too diffuse (lacks focus); thesis statement too far into paper, 
etc. 
43 ____ ERR = Errors of fact 
44 ____ O / F = Organization & flow problems 
 

MECHANICS  :  TURABIAN  / HUGSR Supplement 
 

45 ____ *  = you need a  footnote here 
46 ____ // = 2 spaces between; 2 spaces after a period  
47 ____ [long vertical or horizontal line] = margins incorrect & should be about where the drawn lines are 
48 ____ 1 / 2 R  = 1st or 2nd footnote reference style is incorrect  
49 ____ 1S / 2S / 3S  = Single space / Double space / Triple space 
50 ____ DOC  = documentation problems: cite source directly, not secondarily; put in-text citation & footnote  on same page 
51 ____ KT / KTS = consult Turabian or Meredith (Supplement) 
52 ____ PR  = Parenthetical reference (i.e. references to Bible texts w/n text of paper, viz., Matt 12:1) 
53 ____ W & O = you have left “Widows” and or “Orphans” hanging lone lines at the bottom or top of a page 
54 ____ CON = italics vrs. underline (consistency errors) 
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 APPENDIX B:  Term Paper Information / Style / Approach 
 

1) The research paper MUST NOT  be a report, summation, or a sermon. Rather, the 
paper must seek to discover something, to test a hypothesis, or attempt to solve a 
problem.  In our case, a successful paper will argue cogently one of several 
solutions to a problem that scholarship has already proposed. 

 
2) The paper must be 20-25 pages long (counting the bibliography). 
 
3) It must contain FOOTNOTES, not endnotes.   
 
4) The paper must contain a SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY of all sources cited in the 

paper. These sources must be scholarly and current (generally speaking, since 
1970).7 They must be drawn from books, reference materials, and scholarly 
journals.  

 
 

STIPULATIONS ABOUT USE OF ON-LINE RESOURCES 
 

Internet resources, other than online full-text journal articles, may be used for 
your research and writing of the term paper; however, they may be used only 
with the utmost care. The following establishes an acceptable protocol:  

  
 a)  all other criteria for bibliographical items pertain (see # 4 above); 
 
 b)  in general, use only materials that have been published in print;  
          however, materials available only through on-line access may be used  
          with prior approval by the professor. 
 

5) You must use 12 point font only.8 Courier or Courier New fonts are acceptable. 
However, your professor prefers Times New Roman.  Use the same font type (not 
point size) in all parts of the paper: viz. title page, body, footnotes, & bibliography. 

 
6) The term paper will be graded strictly according to the academic style sheet of Kate 

Turabian, 7th ed. (KT-7) & the HUGSR Supplement (online; see APPENDIX A). 
 
7) Run spell-check. Misspelled words will adversely affect your grade. Remember that 

spell-check is contextually stupid and must be supplemented by your own manual 
checking. 

 
8) Follow carefully the Tips for the Development of an Argument in Writing         
    (APPENDIX C).  

                                                 
 

7A seminal work in an area which has set a trend for all subsequent discussion must be noted, 
regardless of its publication date. 

 
8The body of the text typed in 12-point font and the footnotes typed in 10-point font is preferred. 
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9) Look up the terms “plagiarize” and “plagiarism” in a collegiate dictionary. If you 
have difficulty determining what is or is not plagiarism, consult with your 
professors immediately. Ignorance is not an acceptable plea (read very carefully 
APPENDIX D, Plagiarism). 

 
10) Included below is a TERM PAPER PROSPECTUS (TPP) for the student’s aid and 

convenience, only.    
 
 

TERM PAPER PROSPECTUS9 
 

NOTE:  DO NOT proceed with your paper until you have received your 
professor’s approval of your area and topic. 
 

1.   Proposed Area of Interest / Topic of Paper:   
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
      ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
2.   Provisional thesis of paper (i.e. the position for which you will argue)10 

 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                 
9The idea and general format for this Term Paper Prospectus is borrowed from the Term Paper-O-

Matic Elrod Enterprises, Inc., Mark Elrod, Ph.D., Harding University. 
 
10Your thesis will emerge with increasing clarity in direct proportion to the amount of research 

you invest in the area of your topic.  
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3.   Preliminary Outline of Paper: 
 
 Introduction :  
 
  A.  The Presentation of Thesis / Thesis Statement 
 
  B.   How the paper will unfold 

 
 Body:   
 
  A.   History of the problem 
 

B. Proposed solutions to the problem 
 
  C.  The argument of your thesis as a solution to the problem 

 
 Summary and Conclusions: 

 
A. What has brought you to your conclusion (recapitulate your thesis & draw 

all threads of your argument into a concise conclusion);  
 

B. What remains unsolved? 
 
  C.   Directions for further study? 
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APPENDIX C: Tips for Developing an Argument 11 
 

I.  DO READING FIRST & READ YOUR SOURCES SERIOUSLY & CRITICALLY 
 
 A.  Master your sources! (especially the biblical text; it is your principal primary  

      source). 
 

1.  Read them thoroughly. 
 
2.  Understand their arguments: 
 

a. Understand not only specific statements from the sources, 
 
 b. but also understand and evaluate the basis on which such  
     statements are made. 

 
1) Consider the general flow of the arguments; 
 
2) how good are the sources employed to make the 
    arguments: 
 

a) are these sources Primary sources? 
 
b) are these sources Secondary sources? 
 

3.  Evaluate the various sources & the positions taken by scholars in the  
     secondary literature. 
 

a. Is the position advocated a fringe position?  How do you know? 
If so, how good are its sources & arguments? 

 
b. Is it a mainstream position?  How do you know? If so, is it 

using old sources & arguments? 
 
c. Which position is using the newest information, data, 

methodologies?  Which is depending on the oldest? Which 
position takes into account both the old & tried-&-true as 
well as the new? 

                                                 
 
11Used with the kind permission of Janet M. Fortner, M.A., Assistant Professor of History, 

Harding University.  Consult also Booth, Colomb, and Williams, The Craft of Research, 2nd ed. (Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 2003). 
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B. On the basis of your research, decide which case / side has the BEST  
      argument. 

 
1.  Your choice may not be the side with which you started. 
 
2.  Your choice may not be the side you had anticipated or wanted. 
 

C.  If you do not do this foundational work (i.e. A & B above), IT  WILL   
        SHOW. 
 

1.  Your work will look like you pulled statements out of context, & 
then strung them together. 

 
2.  Your work will look like what it is: an unfinished product, immature 

by virtue of not having been brought to completion. 
 
 

II. CHOOSE YOUR POSITION 
 

A.  Know why you made your choice of position: presumably it is because  
      either 
 

1.  Your choice either had the MOST evidence, 
 
2.  Or, your choice had the most COMPELLING evidence. 
 

B.  Decide HOW to argue your point. 
 

1.  Decide how to progress through your evidence: establish a 
STRATEGY FOR PRESENTATION. 

 
2.  Clearly CONCEPTUALIZE what you want to accomplish in the final 

product. 
 

C.  Decide how to TREAT the opposing points of view. 
 

1. Opposing points of view HAVE to be treated to some degree. 
 
2.  They may be SUMMARIZED broadly: 
 

a. They can be categorized as “views which argue X” and 
“views which argue Y” and treated as categories. 

 
b. Treat in a general way their strengths / weaknesses. 
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c. Give an example or a few examples which are most  
    revealing. 
 

3. Opposing points of view do not have to be treated at length. 
 

a. Takes too much room in term paper. 
 
b. You do not want to end up building a better case for the view 

you reject. 
 

D.  Use the bulk of your paper to BUILD  CASE FOR the view you believe is best. 
 
1. Go back to your conceptualization / strategy. 
 
2. Treat your evidence in this order. 
 
3. Do not introduce specialized terms without first defining, discussing, or 

treating them in some way. You can avoid many such technical terms 
by putting these matters in your own words (this assumes YOU know 
what the author is talking about and that YOU understand your sources). 

 
4. Do not make unsupported statements! (a common and fatal mistake). 
 

a. Evidence is not the same as assertion. 
 
b. In a term paper, ANY  assertion is assumed to be in error unless 

you provide some authority who espouses it. 
 
c. CONCLUSIONS in your final paragraphs will be viewed as 

unsupported assertions if you have not provided evidence in the 
body of the paper to support them. 

 
E.  FATAL Words 
 

1. Avoid words of “absoluteness.”  For example, do not say: 
 
a. “absolutely,” “all,” “none,” “no one,” “every,” etc. 
 
b. “clearly,” “obviously,” “certainly,” etc. 

 
2. Avoid superlatives or terms of exaggeration: 
 
  a. “very,” “most,” “all,” “best,” “wonderful,” “finest,” etc.   
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  b. Even words like “mostly” and “primarily” are dangerous  
       UNLESS you have CAREFULLY laid a foundation with GOOD   
                       EVIDENCE! 
 
3.  Do not say “scholars(hip) say(s) . . .”  —you must specify who, where,   
     when! 
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APPENDIX D:  Plagiarism12 

As an academic institution committed to the principles of Christian ethics 
including integrity, honesty, and fairness, Harding University Graduate School of 
Religion looks with great disfavor upon any form of plagiarism. 

To plagiarize is to present another person's words or ideas as if they were your 
own. Plagiarism is stealing. The word “plagiarize” comes from the Latin word for 
“kidnapper” and “thief.” Plagiarism is a serious offense that will be grounds for barring 
from the class; failure of the course; and /or dismissal from any program of studies at 
Harding University Graduate School of Religion.   

Plagiarism can be intentional, as when you deliberately incorporate the words of 
another in your writing without indicating such appropriation by use of quotation marks 
and documenting the source. Plagiarism can also be “unintentional”—but no less serious 
an offense if you are unaware of what must be acknowledged and how to go about 
documenting it.  

All graduate school students are expected to recognize plagiarism and know how to 
avoid it. Unless further clarification is requested from the professor of this course, 
student possession of this plagiarism document creates the presumption that the 
student is familiar with the rules governing plagiarism; all cases will thus be prima 
facie evidence of deliberate plagiarism. 

 
What do you NOT have to document? You are not expected to acknowledge 

information that is considered common knowledge—for example, that the traditional 
author of the Pentateuch is Moses; that there were twelve tribes of ancient Israelites (even 
if you have to look up “Tribes of Israel” in order to list them); that the Synoptic Gospels 
are Matthew, Mark, and Luke; that the northern kingdom of Israel fell to the Assyrians in 
722 B.C.; that Nebuchadnezzar II was the greatest of the Neo-Babylonian dynasts, etc.    

What SHOULD you document? Obviously, you must acknowledge the source of 
any WORDS you quote. Along with your footnote citing the source of the quote, you must 
always use quotation marks or, if the material is more than three lines, a double 
indentation format. You must also acknowledge your source when you paraphrase or 
summarize someone else's words, especially if you use certain key words or phrases, 
even if you do not quote entire sentences. But the most subtle form of plagiarism is when 
you borrow someone's IDEAS without giving credit. Writing the words or ideas of others 
in your own words does not release you from the obligation to credit the material to its 
originator. When you write a paper or book review which uses outside sources, you are 
still expected to formulate your thesis, organize the materials, and reach your conclusions 
primarily in your own words. Of course, you may use other persons' words and thoughts 
to assist in this process, but you must acknowledge them as such. 

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PLAGIARISM AND SCHOLARSHIP IS QUOTATION MARKS AND 

/ OR A FOOTNOTE: 

                                                 
 
12 My thanks to Dr. Fred Jewell, Professor of History at Harding University for his kind 

permission to adopt these paragraphs of explanation of plagiarism with some adaptation.   
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Remember: Although a citation in a footnote may be provided, an entire phrase 
which is borrowed directly without the use of quotation marks is absolutely 
plagiarism. 

Remember: even though very few words of an original passage may have been 
used in your work, the originality and insight of your source has been 
appropriated, not his language. When you use another's analytical insights and 
constructs, you must acknowledge their source, regardless of how thoroughly you 
re-word them. 

 

Sources 

Booth, Wayne C., Gregory G. Colomb, Joseph M. Williams, The Craft of Research, 2nd 
ed. 2003, pp. 201-204. 

 
Chase, Mary Jane, [MJChase@MerLIN.Mercynet.edu] “Plagiarism.”  

http://www.H-TEACH-Search-request@hnet.msu.edu. 
 

“How to Lessen the Chances of Plagiarizing.”  
http://www.quarles.unbc.edu/lsc/rpplagia.html 

 
Williams, Sharon. “Avoiding Plagiarism.” 

http://www.hamilton.edu/html/academic/resource/ wc/AvoidingPlagiarism.html.
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APPENDIX E: Suggested Areas of Research for Term Papers 
 

Theological & Ethical 
Yahweh as a Warrior 
Theodicean aspects of the prophetic understanding of Yahweh’s use of war 
Theodicean aspects of prophetic thought 
Jonah and theodicy 
Jonah and false prophecy 
Habakkuk and theodicy 
Wisdom in The Book of the Twelve 
Zion Theology in the Book of the Twelve 
Davidic Theology in the Book of the Twelve 
How prophets come to a knowledge of God 
The role of rhetoric in Israelite prophecy & theology 
The attitude toward kingship in Hosea / The Book of the Twelve 
Prophetic ethics and the Torah 
The Book of the Twelve & the “Deuteronomists” 
Prophetic eschatology in the Book of the Twelve 
Origins of Messianism  
Origins of Apocalyptic worldview and literature in The Book of the Twelve 
Messianic theology in The Book of the Twelve 
Natural theology in The Book of the Twelve 
Prophetic attitude toward the cult 
Theological “unity” or coherence of The Book of the Twelve 
Theological Integrity / Unity of the book of Zechariah 
Prophetic authority in Israelite society 
Prophets as theologians 
The interface between prophetic oracles of doom & salvation 
Divine Presence / Absence in prophetic thought 
Covenantal integration in prophetic thought 
Interface between ethics & social righteousness & cosmic order in prophetic thought 
Legitimate prophetic theology vrs. “popular theology” 
How creation theology informs & impacts the prophetic oracle / vision 
The suffering of God in prophetic consciousness 
Specifying what is meant by “Progressive revelation” 
The problem of Christian supercessionism, theologically, hermeneutically 
The Prophetic vision of the future 
 

Historical / Cultural / Comparative  
Assyria & Judah 
Babylonia & Judah 
Persia and 2nd Temple Judaism 
Egypt & Judah in the era of repatriation (viz. Elephantine) 
Egypt & Judah in Judah’s final decades 
Canaanite Fertility cult as background in Hosea 
The origins / beginnings of Apocalyptic in Israel 
The relationship between Apocalyptic and Prophecy in Israel 
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Sennacherib’s campaign in 701 
Sargon’s appearance(s) in Palestine 
Josiah’s actions against the Egyptians 
Josiah’s reform & Jeremiah 
The Monarchy in the Northern Kingdom of Israel in The Book of the Twelve 
Prophecy or prophetic function in ANE & in Israelite society 
Prophetic authority in Israelite society 
False prophecy 
Prophetic symbolic action 
Pathos of the prophet 
Pathos of Yahweh in the prophets 
Lament as an ANE genre 
The rise & fall of Neo-Assyria 
The rise & fall of Neo-Babylonia 
The rise & fall of Persia 
Merodach-baladan & Hezekiah (Babylonia & the West in the late 8th century B.C.) 
Amel-Marduk & Jehoiachin 
Religio-social location of the prophet 
Theodicean aspects of the prophetic understanding of Yahweh’s use of war 
The nature of Jewish religion in the post-exilic era of repatriation 
 

Rhetorical / Literary 
The role of rhetoric in prophetic imagination & theology 
The audience for Amos’ oracles about the nations 
The prophetic corpus & the “Deuteronomists” 
Prophetic authority in Israelite society 
False prophecy 
Function & power of prophetic language 
The interface between doom & salvation oracles 
Historical allusions in The Book of the Twelve 
Inner-biblical phenomena in The Book of the Twelve 
Interface between oral / aural & written / literary aspects to origin & transmission / of 

prophetic books 
Poetry in the prophets 
The growth & editing of prophetic books as response to the community of faith 
Inner-biblical exegesis within the prophetic corpus 

 

Exegetical 
The audience for Amos’ “oracles about the nations” 
The attitude of Hosea or Micah regarding the monarchy 
The origins / beginnings of Apocalyptic & 2nd Temple Judaism 
The relationship between prophecy and apocalyptic 
Amos’ use of / knowledge of sapiential traditions 
Davidic Covenant & Hope 
Nature of Josiah’s reform 
The social and theological location of Zephaniah or of Joel 
Method in the study of prophetic oracles 
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Theological “unity” or coherence of Zechariah 
Lament as an ANE genre 
The interface between doom & salvation oracles 
Deuteronomistic theology & The Book of the Twelve 
Hosea & Jeremiah 
Micah and Isaiah 
The Book of the Twelve & Deuteronomic influence 
Zechariah & Ezekiel 
Ezekiel & Hosea 
Poetry in the prophets 
Divine presence / absence in prophetic thought 
Inner-biblical exegesis within the prophetic corpus 

Canonical 
The “growth” of Zechariah 
Which canon? 
Which text? Septuagint / Dead Sea Scrolls / Masoretic Text  
The prophetic corpus & the “Deuteronomists” 
Theological “unity” of Zechariah 
The Book of the Twelve & Deuteronomic influences 
Jeremiah & Hosea 
Hosea & Ezekiel 
The growth & editing of prophetic books as response to the needs / questions of the 

community of faith 
An examination of the theory of “canonical conditioning” 
The canonical shaping of The Book of the Twelve 

 

Methodological 
Presuppositions & outcomes in the study of prophecy 
The value as well as the limits of redaction-/tradition-criticism in prophetic studies 
Method in prophetic study 
An evaluation of the historical-critical approach to the prophets 
Christian use of Israelite prophecy (then as well as now) 
The interface between doom & salvation oracles 
The Book of the Twelve & the “Deuteronomists” 
Moving beyond the historical-critical approach 
Post-modern problems & assets for methodological approaches to prophetic literature 

 
Hermeneutical 

How the prophets come to knowledge of God 
Prophetic authority in Israelite society 
False prophecy 
“Unfulfilled” prophecy 
Christian use of Israelite prophecy (then as well as now) 
Prophets as theologians 
The interface between doom and salvation oracles 
Deuteronomistic theology & The Book of the Twelve 
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Inner-biblical exegesis within The Book of the Twelve 
The suffering of God in prophetic consciousness 
What do we mean by “Progressive revelation” 
The problem of Christian supercessionism 
The Prophetic vision of the future 
 

Archaeological 
The emergence of the State of Judah before King Hezekiah 
Hezekiah and preparations for the Assyrians 
Josiah and non-Jerusalem places of worship 
8th-7th century B.C. practice of Yahwism from an archaeological perspective 
6th-5th century B.C. practice of Yahwism from an archaeological perspective 
Traces of Nebuchadnezzar II in Jerusalem  
The rise and fall of Neo-Assyria 
The rise and fall of Neo-Babylonia 
The rise and fall of Persia 
8th-century society in Israel / Judah 
late 7th-century society in Judah 
Archaeological backgrounds for understanding the life and times of Jeremiah 
The “tofet” in 7th century Jerusalem and elsewhere 

 

Religion 
The cult of Tammuz in Judah 
The cult of the Sun in Judah 
The “origins” of Yahwistic monotheism (current debate) 
8th-century religion in Israel / Judah 
7th-century religion in Judah 
6th-5th century B.C. religion in repatriated Judah 
Human / child sacrifice in Israel and ANE 
Jewish presence and worship of Yahweh at Elephantine  
“Yahweh and his Asherah” at Khirbet el-Qom / Kuntillet Ajrud. 
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APPENDIX F:  
Bible 5080: The Minor Prophets Report Form (RRF) 

NAME: _______________________         Fall, 2008 

October 11th :  Indicate by a checkmark whether you have read all (A) or only part (P) of 
each of the following reading assignments: 

 
Biblical Text 

 
   A         P                              A            P                                    A           P 
 
____   ____ Hosea             ____       ____ Nahum                  ____      ____ 2 Kgs 14-25 
   
____   ____ Joel                 ____       ____ Habakkuk             ____      ____ 2 Chr 26-36 
 
____   ____ Amos              ____       ____ Zephaniah             ____      ____ Ezra 
 
____   ____ Obadiah          ____       ____ Haggai                 ____      ____ Nehemiah 
 
____   ____ Jonah              ____       ____ Zechariah 
 
____   ____ Micah              ____       ____ Malachi 
 

 
Core Textbooks & Articles 

 
        A         P                                                    A          P 
 
     ____    ____ The Twelve Prophets            ____    ____ Fortner, “8th-Century Proph.” 
 
     ____   ____ New Interpreters’ Bible        ____    ____ Fortner, “Jonah” 
 
     ____    ____ Prophetic Imagination          ____    ____ Ancient Texts- Hebrew Bible   
                                                                                               
     ____    ____ DBI                                       ____    ____ The Place is Too Small for Us 
 
     ____    ____ NIDOTTE                             ____    ____ Prophecy and Hermeneutics 
   
    
 
“I hereby certify as a person of integrity that the above record is a true and faithful 
indication of what I have read” 
 
SIGNED:  _____________________________     DATED: ________________ 
 


