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Office Second Floor of Mansion Room 211
Office Phone 901-432-7719
Emailpmcmillion@harding.edu

Purpose of this Class:

This class is an opportunity to look more carefallythe historical books,
especially Joshua — Kings. The class will focussjnst on the content of the material,
but will also consider why and how this materiakwacorded. What was the intent of
the writer, and what was the message for the aadinThis class will also be concerned
with how this message is still relevant for a modaudience.

Textbooks Which Ones and Why?

V. Philips Long, The Art of Biblical History This book is by a well-
known evangelical writer who challenges his readieisok beyond the usual
understanding of just the facts and ask what srtfaterial and what was the reason it
was written.

Richard D. Nelson, The Historical Book$his book is by a more critical
scholar who introduces the critical understandihthis material that is commonly
accepted by most scholars today.

Anthony F. Campbell, Joshua to Chronicl€sampbell also follows many
of the critical positions, but he has a concerrtliermeaning of this material for a
modern audience.

lan Provan, V. Philips Long, Tremper Longman, idli8al History of
Israel This book, by three evangelical writers, challesimany of the more extreme
critical positions on the historical material.




Additional required reading:

These are all available through the HUGSR Librand some may be read online
through First Search OCLC

Richard G. Bowman, “Narrative Criticism: Human Pasp in Conflict With Divine
Presence,” in Judges and Methed. Gale A. Yee. Augsburg/Fortress, 1995. Pp44

Bosworth, David A. “Evaluating King David: Old Prams and Recent Scholarship,”
Catholic Biblical Quarterly 68(2006): 191-21@wvailable Online.

Marc Brettler, “Never the Twain Shall Meet: The Ehstory as History and Literature,”
Hebrew Union College Annu&2(1991): 285-304Available Online

Walter Brueggemann, “1 Samuel 1: A Sense of a Beigyy” Zeitschrift fur die
Alttestamentliche Wissenschdf©2(1990): 3-48.

Gordon H. Matties, “Reading Rahab’s Story: Beydmel Moral of the Story (Joshua2),”
Direction24(1995): 57-70Available Online.

P. Kyle McCarter, “The Historical David,”_Intergetion40(1986): 117-129Available
Online

Steven L. McKenzie, “Who Was King David?” Word avwbrld 23(2003): 357-364.
Available Online

J. Gordon McConville, “Narrative and Meaning in Beoks of Kings,” Biblica
70(1989): 31-49.

Objectives

1. Students should be able to give an overvielgrakl's history with major
characters, events, and dates.

2. Students should be able to outline and evalhatenajor debates among
current scholars over the history of Israel. sTdmea is one of the most
widely discussed in Old Testament Studies, aatetAre important
implications for our understanding of this madeéri

3. Students should be able to show the relevancesftaterial for

understanding the theology of Israel, and its @hee for us today. This
material is about much more than just the factismafel’'s History. This
material is important for the message it has ftarlgenerations in Israel
and in our own world.



4. Students should be able to demonstrate how theagesd this material is
important for the church today. This material mportant lessons for
community, leadership, and commitment to God.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:

It is the policy of Harding University to accommoelatudents with disabilities, pursuant
to federal and state law. Any student with a digglwho needs accommodation should
inform the instructor at the beginning of the ceurStudents with disabilities are also
encouraged to contact Dr. Steve McLeod, the Regisit (901) 761-1353

ACADEMIC HONESTY

Academic honesty is expected of all students at BRGAny form of cheating, copying,
or dishonesty is unacceptable. Plagiarism is @andtrm of academic dishonesty that
can be problematic because students are not alsuagsvhat this involves. For a brief
explanation with examples see:

www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets/plagiarism.shtmi

Procedureselearning.Harding.edu

The course will use the Blackboard program asntse environment. You should go the
www.harding.edwand under students and employees select blackbdana can then log
in using your Harding username and password.

Sometime during the week of Aug 18 you should He ablogin with your own
username If you are unable to login, contact phumaber listed in the next paragraph.

For support provided by Harding University the enselearning@harding.ediThe
phone number is (501) 279-5201. The hours are MSiday - 8 am to 7 pm; Friday - 8
am to 5 pm; Sat. 10 am to 5 pm; Sunday 1 pm - 5pm.

You may email me personally gincmillion@harding.eduntil you learn how to email
me through Blackboard and occasionally thereatithough | prefer for you to send
emails that have to do with the class through Biaekd. You may call me at my office
at 901-432-7719. | will usually login to the coamvery weekday. Now and then | may
come in to the office on the weekend and loginrmitalways.

Reading Assignments:

The course is divided into 15 weekly modules. Tokthese weeks are exam weeks.
The first week will be used to learn Blackboard &mdet to know each other. The
remaining 12 weeks have reading assignments fremnettibooks, and a few other



sources. Each of the thirteen assignment weekscalgtains online class noteshe
student must email me (not the class as a whole)ahhe or she has read the weekly
reading assignments each week by Monday 12 noon CSTn other words,
assignments listed for each week should be readadlvance of the Monday of that
week so they can be discussed during the week lidtel hope that is clear. Each
student must also read and participate in the d&sssission each week (see the next
section).

Class Participation: Each student must contribute to class discussitgaat two times
each week. Your contributions should be dividedrat least two days (in order to
maintain a flow of discussion). Your contributiostsould average a total of 200-300
words per week (this paragraph has 118 words). ifay respond to my questions, ask
your own questions, respond to any of the readioggespond to other students. All
students are expected to keep the class discusgiun the class and not make copies
for distribution. We want the discussion to bepen as possible--but do remember that
everyone will read whatever you submit (unless soimit it specifically to me or to a
class member).

Auditors will not participate in the weekly discuss, but are welcome to participate in
the first week class introductions.

Exams:

There will be two exams during the semester: aemd and a final. Each student
should submit the name and address of someon@ttopthe exam and sign a statement
that they supervised the exam and followed my uresibns. You will have up to 3 hours
to complete each exam.

Research Paper:

Each student will do a research paper dealing an#hpassage or theme in detail. This
should be an exegesis of the original meaningngetbackground, context and other
significant information concerning this passageu Ynust submit your paper selection to
me for approval. The paper should be approx. Hep#yped double spaced not
including bibliography.

Sources for Research
Please go to the HUGSR website and look at therrakt@einder the library section.
There are many helpful resources available thew yau should become familiar with
them.

Pay special attention to the information concernivgguse of OCLC's FirstSearch
program. FirstSearch allows access to vitally ingoarweb-based catalogs and to a
number of online articles. You should contactltbery for an authorization number
and password. Do not share these with anyone titherHUGSR students.



The paper you will write for this class will be@search paper. This means you will need
access to theological resources that are not émitaline. For example, each of you
will need to look at the major commentaries listethe Bibliography. There will not be
enough time for everyone to check these books ypuatdil from our library.You will

need access to another good theological libraryau will need to make a trip to
Memphis for research(The major commentaries will be on reserve sbitheu do

travel here they will be available. So, of couss#, our periodicals.) You can research
what you might need online through the OCLC datebasd through Harding's online
catalog. In addition to books and commentaries, ipaist also consult scholarly journals
and articles. These often contain valuable mdttrad is not in the commentaries. Some
of the articles you need might be available onling,most of what you need will only be
available in printed form. You cannot write a tumlity graduate level paper without
consulting the major journals. You need to pladadhis in some way.

Grading:

The student's weekly statements concerning compléie reading assignments and the
student's contributions to the threaded discussititogether account for 25% of the
grade. Contributions should reflect your readingdiso analyzing and processing the
material. | expect the discussion to reflect sa@areful thought about the topic under
consideration. You are expected to complete thigasients on time. Late completions
will be penalized. The two exams and the term papécount 25% each.The papers
must be mailed (or, emailed as an attachment) by [@e5 2008(the postmark date or
email date). Late term papers will be docked etted grade per week

Requirements

1. Participation in on line class discussion$42% grade)
2. Reading of all assigned materials.
3. A mid term exam. (25% of grade)

4. A term paper. (25% of grade)

5. A final exam (25% of grade)
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Historical Books

Term Paper Projects

Conquest or Revolt

Archaeology of Jericho

Battle for Ai

12 Tribe confederation

Ehud-The First Secret Agent?

Deborah-God Woman in a Rough Age

What about Gideon?

Samson-All Muscle or Brains too?

The Levite in Judges 17-18

10. Downward Spiral in Judges 19-21

11.  Judges 1-Another Conquest?

12.  Saul-Hero or Tragic Failure?

13. The Rise of David to Power

14.  The Role of Joab

15.  The Importance of the Temple in the Historical Beok
16. Jerusalem as Religious and Political

17.  King Hezekiah

18. The Reign and Death of Josiah

19.  The Significance of the Syro-Ephriamite War in 7732
20.  Chronology of the Kings

21.  The role of individual kings

22.  Various aspects of the theology of the Deuteronbeniidistory
23.  Setting for the D-History

24.  D-History, one edition, two, or more?

25. The Tel Dan Inscription and the History of David

©CoNo~wWNE

Note: Additional topics are also possible. Pldasene know what you are planning to
do. Some of these topics are general in natutkyan can select a narrow focus within
that area.

SOME THOUGHTS ON TERM PAPERS

1. Check your paper for correct grammar, spellargl punctuation. This is
important.

2. If you are unsure about style, consult StrunW&ite, The Elements of Style.




3. Follow the form given in Turabian and in HUGS&p$lement.
4, Make sure your printer is clear enough and éadugh to be readable.

5. You should consult an absolute minimofr20 resources for your paper. In most
cases much more is available. Naturally, you neexbnsult the classic sources
on your topic, but you also need to see the ratisotissions and viewpoints.
Finding all the available information is one vemnyportant part of your research.

6. Footnotes should go at the bottom of the apmtgppage.
7. Underline book and journal titles, do not itedec
8. If your topic involves more than one point oéwi, present the various options

fairly and objectively.
9. At the end of the paper, present your concluarmhthe reason for your position.

10.  Papers are due at the beginning of class on the @agiven. (In This case, since
we are not in class, they are due before midnightéz. 5, 2008.) Papers
turned in after this time are late and will be graced down. Grades go down
one letter grade after the beginning of class andn@ more point for each day
late after that. No matter how good your exams argt is difficult to make an
A with a late paper.

11. Normally, | prefer a hard copy of your papercsi there can be problems with
printing across different platforms. For this slabwill accept email attachments
of papers, but if there is a formatting problent iedhe students responsibility.

If you send me a hard copy, make sure it arrivégrbeéhe deadline.

12.  Think about what you learned in IntroductiorG@duate Studies about how to
do research and how to present it properly. Ot pd that class is to show you
how to use that information in all your other cless Now is the time to use that
information in preparing your paper for this class.

13.  Term papers should be 15-20 pages in length.

A note on incompletes:

| do not like incompletes. A grade df “will be given only in cases of genuine
emergency such as illness or death in the immethatdy. If you have an emergency,
you must talk with me. | will not automatically giwou an Incomplete just be cause you
don’t turn everything in on time. You must talktkvime in order to be considered for an
incomplete. The length of the extension will dephen the situation. School policy does
not allow any incompletes to linger more than 9 keaato the following semester.



